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We join our many satisfied customers in telling you just

HOW GOOD WE ARE

One of the best champions to our cause is MR. C. F. H. VICKERS, of
MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY, who recently gave us a perfect
testimonial.

He is the,CLASS ‘D’ SHOT who had Bisley talking about his
remarkable shooting. In addition to achieving the impossible for
a Class ‘D’ shot by shooting his way into the finals of the ‘Lord
Roberts’ he returned the following averzges :—Team shoots 99.74,
Class ‘D’ 100 yards 300, Daily Mail 299, and 42 CARDS AT 100
YARDS AVERAGED 99.54.

In addition Mr. Vickers won the Class ‘D’ Aggregate. In his
own words, ‘‘| now have a confidence | never possessed before and
am still amazed at the superb accuracy of my rifle since you_rebuilt
it for me."”’

We can also give full details of equally outstanding resuits
achieved by many other SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

Send YOUR RIFLE to us and know the
same confidence as Mr. Vickers enjoys
All work carried out by us is guaranteed to give COMPLETE SATISFACTION

WE ARE ALSO NOTED FOR OUR REPAIRS, CONVERSIONS,
ETC., TO ALL TYPES OF SPORTING GUNS AND RIFLES

AGENTS FOR "TEN X TARGET RIFLES
with SERVICE AFTER SALES

“PHOENIX" RIFLE REPAIR CO.
60 LONGMORE STREET - BALSALL HEATH - BIRMINGHAM 2
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PLAQUES

for all occasions

no tax on these awards .

/

=——0 from
Shooting -
to - Swimming
Dominoes -
to - Dancing
Bee-keeping -
to - Boxing !

Also CUPS,
Badges, Medals
and Trophies. .

D?sl::‘:)ﬂilts MAKE IT AN péeatl_se
i ‘send for

recognized lllustrated

Club d

Avsooations L n /LFRED A )ODEN

TROPHY

Telephone : HOLborn 0139

COGSWELL & HARRISON

LIMITED Established 1770

THE C. & H. .375§ MAGNUM RIFLE. The best all-round rifle of to-day

‘also .318 and .27§ Magnum 9.§ mm. and 30/°06 ... £55
.303 and 30/°06 SPORTING RIFLES
A service rifle converted to sporting ... ... 12 gns.

Same as above, but military sight removed and fitted with special sporting
aperture backsight ... £20

Same as above, with peepsight but without open backsight, standard and two lcaf  £19

SINGLE BARREL .410 FOLDING GUN
London made, chambered up to 3 in. ctg. Including Purchasec Tax, £14'16/0

Canvas Cover, 22/6 Cleaning Rod, 14/6 Cartridge Bag 30/6
SEND FOR CATALOGULE

168 PICCADILLY, LONDON, W.1 Reg. 17146

49



The Marksman

The ‘ALADIX’ ‘410 Shooters’ Kit

Complete (U.K.) including P.T., Packing and Postage

£12-0-0

C.0.D. OR CASH WITH ORDER

- »
'U!mua nm,lll‘

A

KIT comprises : Gun, Cover, Cartridge Bag or Belt, 2-piece Cleaning
Rod with 3 tops, ! Ib. Kop Cleaning Tow, | Bottle Young's 303 Oil

Any of the above can be purchased at the following prices including Purchase Tax

€ s d.
Gun . ... 815 9
THE SHOOTERS SUPPLY Co. | creaning Roa = " 10 2
Canvas Cover ... .. b1 8
194 GREAT TITCHFIELD ST. Cartridge Bag ... o 137
LONDON, W.i o e S
Phone : EUSton 8330 Bottle Oil 1 6
Many a

Dicnac
AIR GUNS
& PISTOLS

Good Firearm

1s lying useless because
a component is fractured

LET US QUOTE YOU
FOR ITS REPAIR

The experience of three

for SPORT
or PRACTICE

lliustrated here is the
Diana model No. 25.
Solid drawn steel bar-
rel and machined

generations in metallurgy
are at your service

We are shooting men ourselves

parts. Knife type front
sight. Rear sights ad-
justable. An .deal
targetrifle. Available w'th
smooth or rifled barre!.
Cal. "177 (4'5 mm No
1 bore.

: 4 See the new range at your
I local store or sports dealer.

Manufactured by
MILLARD BROS. LTD.
DIANA WORKS * CARFIN * LANARKSHIRE

and have your interests at heart

[ ]
C. H. HEAI
e [ ] 4
A.M.inst.W.

Trafalgar Gun Works,
Newport, W,
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In response to requests by our advertisers it has been decided to date this
number of ““The Marksman’’ for the month of September instead of August.
The next numter, to be published in September. will be dated October. The
only result of this change, so far as our readers are concerned, is that no issue

will be dated August.

Published by Garraway Ltd., 112 Kensington Church Street, and 37a
Kensington High Street. Annual Subscription (12 issues), inc. postage, 13 6
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@ LVERYTHING FOR THE RIFLEMAN - @

RERIFLING & REPAIRS, TARGETS,
AMMUNITION RIFLES & SPARES

Miniature & Full Bore
Rifle Experts

WE SHALL BE GLAD TO GIVE OUR ADVICE
ON ALL MATTERS CONCERNING RIFLES,
PISTOLS AND EQUIPMENT

®
REPAIRS

Rerifling, Trigger and Action Adjustments, Scopes
Fitted, Sight Repairs, Bluing, Chequering, etc.

RIFLES and PISTOLS

New B.S.A. 12/15, S.M.L.E., P.14’s and Second-hand
Weapons

EQUIPMENT

Sights, Sight Protectors, Covers, Cleaning Rods,
etc., Elbow Pads, Telescopic Sights, Scopes and
Stands, Rifle Rests, B.S.A. Rifle Spares, Gauges, etc.

22 “RIFLE CLUB” AMMUNITION £23 -0 -0 per 10,000

22 PISTOL AND REVOLVER AMMUNITION
£23 - 0 - 0 per 10,000
DELIVERED FREE
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4/5 WILLIAM ¥ STREET WEST STRAND, W.C.2




The Marksman

Cditarial
MUCH is heard these days about the decline of the rifle and the pistol as a
factor in the armoury of modern war. From this it has been argued that

the sport of target shooting with these weapons is losing its purpose, since as a
sport it owes its existence to the ultimate purpose of self-defence.

Let us clarify the situation a little.

The easily portable weapon, such as the rifle or the pistol, has two uses in
times of war or civil strife. One is its tactical use ; that is the employment of a
large number of them carried by a large number of people in order to undertake
a co-ordinated tactical operation, whether it be one of offence or defence.

The other is as a “personal weapon,’ to give it its official name. In this
role the weapon is purely and simply a means of ensuring that the owner is
provided with some means of fighting a private battle of his own, either in self-
defence or offensively, if and when the occasion arises.

No matter what his arm of service, excepting of course in the Chaplain’s
Department and the Royal Army Medical Corps, every officer and man in the
army carries a personal weapon. Be he a cook or a clerk, an orderly or a
general, he has his personal weapon, and he must know how to use it.

The light single-shot weapon for use in war is being superseded, as a
tactical weapon, by the very many offensive and defensive devices which are so
rapidly becoming available ; but this fact does not imply that the rifle and the
pistol are becoming obsolete.

LESSON FROM KOREA

Indeed, we have an interesting example of the successful use of small arms
of this sort in the Korean war, where it is evident that the North Koreans are,
for the moment successfully, waging a war which is based on a combination of
tactical and guerilla, or “personal,” methods, with the rifle predominant as a
weapon.

Furthermore, the proper handling of the rifle and pistol is still the basis of
the proper use of all sighted, single-shot weapons which use a rotated projectile.
The man who can fire a rifle or pistol accurately is a quick and ready student
when it comes to training him to be a tank gunner, for instance ; half his
knowledge is there already.

One essential, common to the employment of any offensive weapon, is the
conscientious maintenance of it by the owner. It must be kept so clean, so well
cherished, that if the owner fails to hit his mark he knows that it is his own fault
and not that of his weapon. This, of course, is bound up with another essential
in the use of every fircarm—complete confidence in it.

This is where practice with the rifle and pistol as a sport is of such inestim-
able value in the training of a soldier. ~ For, while fashions come and fashions
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go in the armament of tactical warfare, most of the weapons used have grown
out of the rifle. Moreover, the personal weapon is likely for long to remain
similar to the weapons used in the thousands of rifle clubs throughout the
kingdom.

As every shooter knows, there are innumerable qualities that go to the
making of a good marksman. It is not merely a question of foresight and
backsight ; of squeezing, not pulling, the trigger. No one will take to the sport
or rifle-shooting unless he can score as well in heavy rain as in sunshine. He
will have to eat sketchy meals as and when he can—or even go without. He
will have to fire, not when it is convenient to him, but when the organisers tell
him to. After shooting, he will have to look after his rifle before he looks after
himself.

What is the difference between the exacting nature of the shooter’s sport and
the relationship between a soldier and his personal weapon ?

Very little indeed.

THE SOLDIER AND HIS RIFLE

A British Major-General has .criticised the standard of shooting in the
British Army. He infers that our military position in Malaya might be happier
to-day if our soldiers could shoot a little better.

There was once a time, of course, when the deadliness of the British soldier
with his rifle was a by-word among the nations of the world. Enemy troops
supposed that our infantry had machine-guns, so quickly did they manipulate
their bolts.

There is a suggestion that this dexterity, and a measure of accuracy, has
disappeared. Yet the men from the Army have done very well this year in
matches where they have met competitors from the other Services and civilian
marksmen. Let there be no mistake about it, the British soldier of to-day is
taught to shoot straight.

Memory colours and magnifies the glories of the past, and there are old men
who think that things will never be so good as they were. And there are younger
men who do not remember at all, but still will have their say.

It must be noted, however, that the modern soldier has many tricks to
learn. His rifle will not stop a tank, not clear the mine from his path. It is
not an effective instrument against aircraft, and there are many situations in
which automatic weapons are more useful to him.

Our soldiers are fighting to-day, and they are fighting well. To-morrow
they may be engaged in new theatres of war, and if there is to be criticism,
then let it come from the foreign jungles and beaches when the fighting soldier
lives—and dies.

. If you are unable to obtain a copy of ‘“The Marksman” from your
local retailer, please apply direct to the publishers—Garraway Ltd.,
11a Kensington Church Street, and 37a Kensington High Street,

London, W.8.
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An Automatic Air-Gun

By L. WESLEY

REPEATING air-guns of various types

have been made for well over 200 years.
The Swiss gun-makers were making 10-
and 12-shot large calibre repeating air-guns
even before 1700, while as far as can be
ascertained the earliest air-gun of which
we have any record was made just prior
to 1500.

Not until modern times, however, was
there such a thing as a fully automatic
air-gun, and because this is a weapon that
comparatively few persons have seen, a
description should prove interesting.

These guns were made by the
McGlashan Air Machine Gun Corporation,
of Long Beach, California, U.S.A., and
closely resemble aerial machine-guns.

The gun is fitted with two handles with
the firing button set between them, so that
it can be pressed with either one or both
thumbs.

The McGlashan gun was manufactured
for training air crews in aerial gunnery,
and on account of the extremely small cost
of operating, must have effected a very
considerable saving in ammunition cost.

The gun operates from a steel supply
cylinder filled with compressed air, carbon-
dioxide or other suitable gas and a 12-volt
D.C. supply of electricity.

The air is conveyed from the cylinder
to the gun through a length of flexible
high-pressure laminated rubber hose.

The gun barrel has a smooth bore of
‘177-inch diameter, and the weapon is
designed to use steel shot, which is normally

copper coated to prevent its rusting when

stored in bulk.

The object of using steel instead of lead
shot was twofold :(—

(1) To reduce to a minimum any possibil-
ity of the mechanism jamming, lead
shot being softer and far more liable
to distortion while passing through
the auromatic feed.

(2) After firing practice a powerful magnet
could be drawn over the ground and
all the shot recovered and used many
times over.

In point of fact the gun will operate
quite successfully using BB lead shot
similar to that used in No. 1 Bore repeating
air-guns of the “Daisy”’ type.

A comparatively low air pressure of
1501b. per sq. in. is quite sufficient to
operate the gun, but very little power is
developed.

Using 300-400 Ib. per sq. in., however,
the shots are projected with enough force
to embed themselves in and ordinary deal
plank.

The weapon is capable of a rate of fire
of approximately 300 to 350 shots per
minurte if the firing button is kept de-
pressed. Single shots can be fired if the
button is pressed and instantly released.

Sighting is by bead foresight and
ring-type backsight fitted with centre
crosswires.

The magazine consists of two concentric
tubes of different diameters;, the space
between them being exactly the diameter
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Unfired shot (centre) and others which
have been fired at a steel plate

of the shot. The outer tube is provided
with a sliding band which forms a cover
for the filling hole into which the shots are
poured. The magazine has a capacity of
approximately 2,000.

The cylindrical space enclosed by the
inner tube allows of an electric torch
being fitted ; the light, at night, illumin-
ating the stream of bullets and giving a
realistic tracer effect.

At 4o0lb. per sq. in. air pressure a
12-volt 30-amp. accumulator will provide
ample power to operate both the electro-
magnetic air release valve and the auto-
matic feed mechanism.

At higher air pressures a more powerful
battery is needed to overcome the increased
pressure against the valve head. Also, of
course, a much heavier flexible air hose
must be used.

In operation the weapon  pe
makes a typical chattering = &
sound similar to a real
machine-gun, but natur-
ally the noise is more
modulated.

On page §7 the gun
is shown mounted on an
adjustable tripod, and con-
nected to an air supply
cylinder.

Another view shows the
right cover plate removed
revealing the machanism
which consists essentially
of two switches, a conden-
ser, an electro-magnet

The weapon is shown here
with the right-hand cover
plate removed.
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(solenoid), and an air chamber with valve,

The operative cycle is as follows. When
the firing button is pressed, switch No. 1
(immediately behind back plate) is closed.
Assuming switch No. 2 to be also closed,
the current flows from the battery to the
solenoid. (This is the coil positioned on
bottom plate.)

When energised, the solenoid pulls the
air-valve lever which opens the valve and
allows air to flow into the breech. The air
thus released drives the shot out of the
barrel, and pushes back the recoil rod.

Simulraneously the solenoid actuates
another lever which operates a slider which
it pushes forward.

Attached to the slider is a spring arm
which engages the ratchet of the automatic
feed mechanism, moving it forward one
notch. The ratchet teeth are cut on the
periphery of a steel disc which has ten
equally spaced holes drilled in it and
arranged in a circle, one hole behind each
tooth. The shot is gravity fed into the
holes in this revolving disc, which allows
them to drop one at a time into the breech.

When the air valve is open and the shot
is fired, the pressure blows back the spring-
loaded recoil block and a small stud is
allowed to slip into the block.

This opens switch No. 2 and cuts off
the current from the solenoid, allowing the
air valve to close, while a spring causes the
feed slider to move back, the slider spring
arm engaging the ratchet ready to advance
the next shot.

As soon as the recoil block has completed
its recoil it moves forward under spring
pressure, allowing the stud to pop out
again.

This stud, pressing against a light flat
spring, closes No. 2 switch and the whole
cycle commences again.




The condenser is connected across the
terminals of switch No. 1 to minimise
sparking.

The small illustration on page 56 shows
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one unfired shot (centre), and several shots
which have been fired against a steel plate.
For this test the gun was using 300 lb. per
sq. in. air pressure.

WALKING-STICK AIR-GUNS
IN our July issue we inadvertently omitted to acknowledge this article, which was
written by L. Wesley. We take this opportunity to reproduce below an improved
photograph of the pellets referred to in the text, showing the 37 consecutive shots which
were fired at a steel plate before the reservoir of the gun was exhausted.
On page 32 the last two lines of column one should have read : . .. a spherical ball

of exactly { in. diameter weighing 14 0z.”

On page 31 the diagram of the lock mechanism

should have included a swivel connecting the claw of the mainspring to the centre-piece

which carries the square hole.

Converted

Fire-Arms

By A. TAYLERSON

THXS article deals very briefly with the

early types of conversion from match-
lock to flint-lock most commonly found in
the small collection; the later types of
conversion trom percussion to cartridges
are not touched upon.

The percussion system, produced in this
country by the Rev. Alexander Forsyth,
was accepted with reservations by the
sporting world, but was superseded quite
rapidly by more convenient mechanisms,
and exists to-day in small numbers only.

Two types of the original detonating
lock were manufactured by the inventor,
one lending itself readily 10 the conversion
of flint-lock arms (see sketch) ; the other,
which used a sliding instead of a rotating
magazine, appears to have required a
weapon designed for it. To convert a
flint-lock to the Forsyth principle required
the replacing of the hammer, the removal

of the pan, pan cover, and feather spring,
and the tapping of the touch hole to take
the roller, or stem, of the detonating
magazine.

TWENTY-FIVE SHOTS

This magazine held enough detonating
powder for some twenty-five discharges ;
to use it the hammer was set at half-cock,
and the “scent bottle” magazine rotated
on its roller B through 180 degrees. This
brought the column of detonating com-
pound D into the vertical, and deposited a
few grains of the compound in the tiny
pan C drilled in the roller; rotating the
magazine back to its original position
brought the firing pin A over the charged
pan, and, on setting the hammer at full
cock and pulling the trigger, the detonating
powder in the pan was exploded by the
firing pin, and the main charge ignited
through the channel in the centre of the
roller.

Both conversions and guns' originally
made on this principle are quite rare, but
they are the first type of conversion likely
to be found.

Between the Forsyth lock and the
well-known percussion cap came various
percussion systems such as the tube lock
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and the pill lock; a few arms were con-
verted to use these means of ignition, but
lack of space forbids any consideration of
them.

With the arrival of the percussion cap,
and its qualified acceptance about 1825,
the way was open for the extensive con-
version of every type of weapon. The
Army were not impressed, but from this
date until the close of the percussion
period, a multitude of weapons were
converted from flint-lock to the new
system by means of one of the three
methods outlined below.

Conversion No. 1 was the simplest and
cheapest of the three, involving merely a
new hammer, the removal of the pan and
its appendages (with the occasional inser-
tion of a piece of metal to fill the lock plate
(see sketch), the sealing of the old touch
hole, and the placing of a percussion nipple
on the top or side of the barrel. The
nipple might or might not be supported
by a small ring of metal brazed on the
barrel. This type of conversion is not as
common as might be expected, since it was
normally applied to the cheapest of weap-
ons, and their rate of survival is not high.

Conversion No. 2 is probably the
commonest example found to-day ; it was
applied to arms of every type and of every
class of workmanship from the cheapest
and crudest of horse pistols, to the deadly
and expensive duelling pistol.

The procedure was simple, involving
the same preliminary work as in a Forsyth
conversion, but, in place of the detonating
magazine, a steel converter with a per-
cussion nipple mounted on it was screwed
into the touch hole in the barrel; the
curve in the lock plate where the pan had
been removed helped to support the
converter. In a good conversion of this
type, the converter has a small screw let
into the head to allow for cleaning, and
there is provision for a special spanner to
grip the converter and unscrew it, if
desired. In cheap conversions of this
type there are no such refinements, and
the standard of workmanship is extremely
low.

Conversion No. 3 is an expensive variety
requiring a good gunsmith, and is usually
found on expensive guns with good
expectation of life. It is frequenty
difficult to spot this conversion at a glance,
since it resembles a Nock or other patent
breech at first sight.

In this type of conversion the hammer
is replaced, as in the other methods, but
the old flint-lock breech is cut off cntirely
and a new percussion breech fitted in its
place, having the appearance of the patent
breech mentioned above. The old pan
and accessories are removed, and the lock
plate is often considerably altered in
outline, the top edge forward of the hammer

s8

being flattened off to support the new
nipple seat forged as an integral part of
the new breech.

A less expensive version of No.
involved the brazing of a metal “bolster™
on to the side of the breech to carry the
nipple, instead of fitting an entirely new
breech ; this appears to have been the
officially approved method of conversion
for some service flint-locks.

The converted weapon has a definite
place in the representative or specialist
collection, but it is less desirable to the
man who concentrates on flint-lock or
percussion arms, to the exclusion of other
types : it is as well, therefore, to distinguish
the converted weapon from the purely
transitional arm, which is a highly desir-
able piece, made only while percussion
caps were unobtainable in some parts of
the world. These weapons may be
recognized by the fact that either form of
ignition may be fitted at will, by the owner,
and without benefit of gunsmith, by minor
changes of the lock. Examples may be
seen in both books by the late J. N.
George, and in Jackson and Whitelaw’s
“Buropean Hand Firearms.”

These sketches illustrate the three conversion
methods described above.
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FIRST AID
FOR SHOOTING ACCIDENTS

By RICHARD SMART

WHAT type of wounds is one likely to
meet 7 What should one do in such
an emergency ? What should one tell
the doctor over the telephone ? What
kind of medical equipment should be kept
at shooting ranges ?

The doctor will wish to know the
patient’s name and approximate age;
where the patient can be found ; what time
the accident occurred ; the part of the
body affected ; the type of gun the wound
was made with; and, if it is suspected
that a bone has been broken by the bullet.
This latter information would help in
deciding what type of splint might be
required.

Rifle and revolver bullets will make a
small punctured wound at the point of
entry. It will depend on the force of the
discharge and the range or distance from
the casualty at which the shot was fired
which will determine the depth to which
the bullet penetrates. A bullet in the
head will undoubtedly fracture the skull
bone and damage some of the brain tissue.
In the chest it might penetrate the heart
or lung or liver, or break a rib or pierce
one of the main arteries or fracture a
vertebra or the spinal cord. In the
abdomen the intestines will probably
float away and escape damage, but the
spleen or kidneys may be injured or, again,
the vertebra, spinal cord or bladder.

Injury to the limbs may produce a
fracture or splintering of bone or injure
arteries or nerves, or it may be that only a
flesh wound will result.

Shot-gun wounds, on the other hand,
if at close range will cause a much larger
entering wound, but will probably not
penetrate so deeply.

WHAT TO DO

As in all first aid treatment to the injured,
it is necessary to keep calm and observant.
Assess quickly the extent of the injuries
and the part of the body injured. Send a
message to a doctor (not half-a-dozen
doctors), saying what has happened and
where the patient is, then order a convey-
ance. Stop haemorrhage. This can usually
be achieved by covering the wound with
clean lint and a firm bandage ; a tourniquet
is very seldom required. Treat shock by
getting the patient under cover, keeping
him warm with hot water bottles and
blankets, a little hot tea or a cigarette if
he smokes, and reassure him. Keep the
patient quiet and lying down. Get rid

of hysterical individuals by sending them
on messages. If you cannot get a doctor
get the patient conveyed to the nearest
hospital as soon as possible.

If the patient is shot through the head
and is unconscious put a dressing on the
wound, keep him lying down with his
head turned to one side and if he vomits
see that his head is in a position so that he
can vomit freely and not inhale the
vomitted matter into his lungs. Remove
any artificial dentures. If an artery is cut
and is spurting, apply a dressing and
exert pressure against an underlying
bone.

If the wound is in the chest apply a
dressing and get the patient to lie on the
injured side. This will help to exert
pressure and prevent the injured lung from
expanding and will give the uninjured
lung free play to carry on the functions of
respirations.

If the wound is in a limb and there is
reason to suspect a bone is broken put
on a splint. If it is an arm it can be
bandaged to the body which will act as a
splint. If it is the leg it can be bandaged
to the uninjured leg with a suitable
padding for support. If it is in the abdo-
men lie the patient on his back and place
a pillow or rolled coat under the knees so
as to flex the thighs slightly.

EQUIPMENT

First aid equipment should include :
sterile gauze in packets, cotton wool, a
quantity of two or three inch wide band-
ages. If a disinfectant is required, flavine
is mild and non-irritating. Iodine is
painful and some people react badly to it.
Aspirin five-grain tablets may be useful to
relieve pain. Sal volatile (a teaspoonful
in half a cup of water) is a mild stimulant.
It should be sipped by the patient.

Long splints reaching from under the
armpit to the ankle are used to immobilize
a broken thigh bone. For the lower leg,
use a splint reaching from above the knee
to the ankle.

For the forearm use a short back and
front splint and a triangular bandage to
rest it in.

For the upper arm use an outside splint
and rest the forearm in a narrow sling,
letting the elbow hang free.

It is important that wooden splints
should be padded with cotton wool and
no splint should be tied on so tightly
that it stops the circulation in the limb.
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STALKER COURSES

By “THE OLD COACH”

By permission of “The American Rifleman”

ONE of the best ways for a rifle club to

add colour and variety to its shooting
programme and also provide something
of value in another field of shooting
activity is to work out a few stalker courses.
Most riflemen are hunters even though
they do not get afield as often as they like.
Why not develop these courses, not only
to teach accuracy in shooting, but to work
against time also ? After all, the nimrod
that can’t get his shot off when he is
surprised by a buck breaking cover fast
isn’t really a successful hunter.

The stalker range should be at least 100
yards long, backed, if possible, by a hill,
a strip of wasteland, or perhaps a body of
water. The firing line must be plainly
marked, and there should be enough room
on it for two or three men since hunters
usually work in pairs or trios.

SELF-CONTROL

Bear in mind that self-control under the
stress of surprise is a paramount asset to
the hunter. The objective in these stalker
courses is to create a situation that will
simulate, as near as possible, actual sur-
prise field conditions. The instant that
big buck breaks cover a hunter must
automatically fire at least one accurately
aimed shot—if he’s going to bag that buck.

0O.K., then our stalker course must be
a surprise affair. Here is a place for a
running deer set-up. Mindful of even
the small-bore Hi-speeds (any smali-bore
rifle and any sights should be allowed) the
deer should be reduced to about one-half
the regular 100-yard size and the firing
done at about fifty yards. Otherwise a
fellow could easily get a false impression
of the necessary lead and do some terrible
shooting with a 3,000-foot-velocity rifle
during the deer season. The run of the
paper deer should be as long as possible
and to make the practice more valuable
the deer should pass behind at least one
thick bush or some other obstacle. Also,
if the wheels of the deer carriage are set
off centre on the axle, the deer would go
up and down in its course somewhat like
the motion of a mule deer. On this
running-deer course the contestant is
allowed five shots for each run. The
shooter should be started at least fifteen
yards behind the firing line, and the deer
will start its run just before the stalker
reaches the firing line. Each contestant
can have only five cartridges and no shots
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will be fired except from the firing line.

He can fire one shot or five, if he can,
as the deer races across his front. To
score, allow ten points for each hit in the
front half of the deer and five for each hit
in the rear half—fifty points being a
possible.

FIVE TARGETS

Another idea is a rising five-target
arrangement, one for each stalker, set at
an unknown distance from the firing line
and controlled from a point not visible to
the firing relay. Each unit would be
attached to a two-by-eight piece of lumber
about five feet long and staked to the
ground. On the base will be placed five
metal or wood target frames, about ten
inches wide and of different lengths.
These frames would be bolted at the
bottom to a common bar held at each end
to the base in loops or bearings so that it
can turn easily when the targets are raised
for firing. Extending from the axle bar is a
lever connected to a wire which runs to a
control point. A heavy coil or other
spring, or maybe a piece of inner-tube,
attached to the axle will jerk the targets
back down when the rising pull is released.
The aiming point can be a regular four-
or six-inch black bull’s-eye, a printed crow,
squirrel, or woodchuck fastened to a target
face made of wallboard or thin fruit-box
wood. To operate, stalkers are lined up
fifteen yards behind the firing line and
ordered to load magazines with ten rounds,
chamber empty, thus providing for a
possible two hits on each target. Upon
order, the relay loads rifles and with
rifles at the ready, advances to the firing
line. When the men arrive on the firing
line, the targets suddenly pop up. The
targets remain in view for fifteen seconds,
then vanish. Unexpectedly, the targets
come up again for another fifteen seconds.
The range officer orders ‘“Cease firing.”
In scoring, allow five points for each hit,
fifty points being a possible. A stalker
having more than two hits on any of the
targets but a total of only ten shots will be
penalized one point for each extra hit.

I hear the N.R.A. will market plaster
of paris discs of one and five-eighth-inch
diameter seoon. Hung from frames at
forty to sixty yards by wire loops of varying
lengths, to make it impossible or difficult
for a contestant to hold hard and simply
swing the rifle along the line hitting each



target, an interesting match can be worked
out. These plaster discs will be in full
view as the stalkers run the fifteen yards
to the firing line—and I mean run. The
watch will start as the men leave the starting
line, not when they arrive on the firing
line. Time allowance for this run should
be fifteen seconds for five shots, or twenty-
five seconds for ten shots.

OILCAN TARGET

For small clubs or non-club groups, try
the following. In place of the running
deer use a five-gallon oilcan with a heavy
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line attached to each end so it may be
pulled back and forth across the range. All
contestants take turns at the pulling, but
they must be in pits or behind other safe
cover. Conduct this stalker run the same
as the running deer. To make it more
realistic vary the speed of the can but
always keep it moving.

As organized riflemen the challenge of
adding to our membership more of that
vast majority of rifle shooters who do not
care for regular target shooting faces us.
These stalker courses should interest these
fellows. Why not try them out ?

FILMING THE 45

By B. T. O'CALLAGHAN

HOLLYWOOD must be running out of

history for its Westerns. The screen
story of every notability who flourished in
the days when Western America was
uneasy Indian country has been told. And
in between Billy-the-Kid and Buffalo Bill,
Hollywood unearthed a few more to fill
the empty spaces.

The weapons used in those hectic days
are familiar to every schoolboy. Win-
chesters and Colts spring to the mind
without effort. It is surprising that
stories have not been built around them
long before now.

Looking back over the years I still
remember the old Cowboy and Indian
films with nostalgia. They gave us action
and gunfire in plenty. Inhibitions released
within our bosoms at the sight of lusty
men facing death or mutilation were not
smoothed down by soft glove technique.
Even the romances were rugged; the
good man always got the girl. But
Hollywood became plot-minded and much
of the old glory was sacrificed to bring
love to the one-and-nines and scenery to
the stalls.

“Colt .45, Warner’s latest Western,
recaptures much of the old drama and
ruthlessness.

The story begins with Randolph Scott
trying to interest the Sheriff of a town in
this new .45 Colt. Repeating weapons
were strange in those days. Apparently
Randolph had done some good work with
the .45 in a late war because he is now chief
salesman for the Colt company. A local
bad-man (Zachery Scott) locked up behind
nearby bars, listens while Randolph
explains the features of the revolver. A
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coach arrives, in the midcle of the sales
talk, to remove Zachery to a tetter jail
and while the changeover is taking place
he breaks free from his guard and grabs
a pair of .45’s.

From then on things happen thick and
fast. Using the stolen Colts Zachery
raises a gang and plays havoc with law
and order. Randolph is suspected with
being in league with him. Zachery plans
to raid a stage-coach (with the connivance
of Miss Ruth Rowan) but Randolph does
a spectacular rescue, making friends with
an Indian Chief in the process. Incident-
ally, I always thought that Indians wore
an inscrutable look ; this Chief allows
himself an occasional smile.

While Zachery possesses the stolen .45’s
he is a menace and Randolph’s aim is to
disarm him and hand him over to justice.

The story builds itself up around a lot
of misplaced faith and fifth column work.
Ruth Rowan as the wife of one of the gang,
trying to get her spineless husband away
from them, is as tough and quick-witted
as the theme demands. An Indian tribe
assists the cause of justice.

The action loses some of its tenseness
at times because of too many changes of
scene but towards the climax it becomes
concentrated and the end rushes in almost,
but not quite, in a blaze of guns.

It is not a history of the Colt .45; but
a brief sketch of what the power of this
new weapon must have been when first
used in the lawless West.

On the whole a good picture. At times
credulity may be strained, but there the
fault lies with trying to mix the old style
Western with the newer technique.
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THE REVOLVER (1819)

By S. B. HAW

The first part of this article appeared in the July issue of
“The Marksman.”

Revolving chambers

ON 24th March, 1824, Collier

appeared before another Com-
mittee of Artillery officers at Woolwich
Arsenal, bringing with him a number
of his arms. A percussion-lock re-
volving rifle, fitted with the spring-
rotation mechanism and carrying a
charge of two drams of powder in
each chamber of the cylinder, was
selected for a firing test. This was
carried out by Collier himself. In the
space of twenty-nine minutes, he
contrived to load and fire one hundred
rounds, putting seventy-one bullets
through the target (and lodging one in
it) at a range of one hundred yards.

NO MISSFIRES

He then fired five rounds at two
hundred yards, piercing the target in
each case. There were no missfires
throughout the test. Three days later,
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on a Collier rifle

he wrote to the Board of Ordnance,
asking for details of the Committee’s
findings. In reply, Lord Fitz Roy
Somerset confirmed the details men-
tioned above, adding that the arms
submitted “appear to be well finished”
and that the cylinder of the rifle
revolved freely without “cloging” (sic).

ADVERSE DECISION

The summarized reproduction of
the above reply makes no mention of
the very evident fact that the Com-
mittee’s decision was again adverse.
In all probability, Collier deemed it
advisable not to stress this point in
his broadsheet.

Full details of the circumstances
which brought about the convening
of the second Committee are not
known. A clue may, however, be
found in the fact that a revolving



rifle, which Collier had loaned to a
Lt.-Colonel J. D’Arcy!, was demon-
strated by the latter, at Chatham, to
the Duke of Clarence and an assembly
of senior officers. In a letter which
covered the return of the rifle, D’Arcy
informed Collier that all those who
witnessed the demonstration were
agreed that this arm would be well
adapted for “the service of Light
Cavalry, Riflemen, Marines in Tops
or Boats, and Travellers in general.”
His Royal Highness had “expressed
his approbation of it in the strongest
terms,” recommending that it should
be shown to the Duke of York ‘“as
worthy the attention of Government.”
The letter mentions that the demon-
stration took place on 12th November,
but, unfortunately, the year is not
given. It is not unreasonable to
surmise that it was 1823 and that the
trial at Woolwich, six months later,
was actually undertaken on the direct
suggestion of the former Commander-
in-Chief. Whatever may have been
the origin of the trial, it was Collier’s
last attempt to secure the official
adoption of his revolvers and rifles.

From this time onwards he was
concerned solely with their sale on the
open market.

FLINT-LOCK IGNITION

In this connection, he appears to
have concentrated mainly on his
shoulder arms, with his revolvers
occupying a somewhat secondary place
in his activiies. The fact that his
original models were fitted with
flint-lock ignition has been noted
earlier in this article. Up to the
present, there has been a general
impression that his percussion-lock
models were produced only in the
latter stages of his ing career.
In point of fact, there is considerable
evidence that he made a partal
1 The broadsheet gives no clue to his unit

or appointment at Chatham. A footnote

meantions, however, that (at the date of
publication) he was holding an important

military post under the Lord Lieutenant
of Ireland.
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adoption of this new system of ignition
at a relatively early date. It is
mentioned in his first broadsheet and,
as the reader will have noted, it was
fitted to the rifle employed in the
firing tests at Woolwich Arsenal early
in 1824.

It most certainly did not oust the
flint-lock completely, as far as his arms
were concerned, for there is definite
evidence that he was still selling rifles
and shotguns fitted with the older
system of ignition from his last
business address, in the City. A
modest number of Collier rifles and
shotguns, fitted with percussion locks,
have survived to this day. On the
other hand, existing specimens of his
revolver? are, almost without excep-
tion, of the flint-lock pattern.

DID NOT MAKE GUNS

Despite the fact that he described
himself as ‘“Manufacturer,” there is
very little doubt that he never main-
tained a gun-making establishment of
his own and that he contracted with
one or more firms in the gun trade.
Their identity has never been com-
pletely established. John Deane (in
his “Manual of Firearms (1858)”)
states that Evans, of 114 Wardour
Street, Soho, manufactured the cylin-
ders of the Collier arms. It is
interesting to note, however, that
Evans himself on one occasion$ made
the assertion that “in the year 1822,
he manufactured a number of flint-
lock revolving chambered-breech fire-
arms for Mr. E. H. Collier.” It is
possible that he did, in fact, make some
of the earlier and more plainly finished

2 There is a flint-lock Collier revolver in
the Museum of the Royal United Service
Institution. At the time of writing, two
other specimens are on loan exhibition in
the Armouries of the Tower of London.

3 In the discussion which followed the
paper “On the application of Machinery
to the manufacture of Rotating
Chambered-Breech Firearms, and the
peculiarities of those Arms,” read by
Samuel Colt at the Institution of Civil
Engineers, London (November, 1851).
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specimens in their entirety. The
more elaborately decorated arms of a
later date, which are best known to
collectors of to-day, were probably
made by another firm. There is
much to commend the theory (ad-
vanced by the author of “English
Guns and Rifles”) that this was
Rigby, or another of the leading
Irish gunmakers of that day. The
impression that his arms were on the
market soon after his arrival in England
(in 1818) lacks proof and the date 1822,
mentioned by Evans, may have marked
only the small beginnings of his
marketing activities. It is not im-
probable that lack of funds prevented
him from launching out directly after
his failure to secure Government
support in 1819 and that, in the mean-
time, he worked at his own profession
of civil engineering.

SPORTING GUNS

The first (and smaller) of his two
broadsheets was issued from No. 6
Herbert’s Passage, Beaufort Buildings,
Strand, which was presumably his
first business address. It solicited
orders for what he described as his
“Patent Feu-de-Joie Fire-Arms,” in
the shape of ‘““sporting guns, rifles and
pistols” and quoted an extremely
eulogistic testimonial signed by Samuel
Nock, W. A. Beckwith and Thomas
Mortimer, well-known City gunmakers
of those days. It is likely that it was
issued prior to 1824-25, for, at about
that time, he moved to No. 54 Strand.
By then his business seems to have
developed and he took the step of
subscribing for an insertion in the
London Directory. His name appear-
ed in it for the first time, under the
title of “Collier & Co., Gunmakers”
in the trades section of the edition of
1825. No doubt the main cause of
the development was the orders which
he secured at the time for the Indian
market. According to his own state-
ment, made in the course of the
evidence which he gave in the Colt
lawsuit, he shipped altogether about
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£10,000 worth of his arms—apparently
rifles and shotguns—to India. They
were consigned through Messrs.
Bazette, Farquhar, Crawford & Co.
(one of the great East India houses
of those times) and through another
firm, whose name is not recorded.
For these arms he received an advance
payment of twenty-two guineas apiece.
Some of them sold for as much as
sixty guineas.
CHANGE IN DESIGN

The perido 1824-25 also marked an
important technical change in the
design of Collier’s arms—his abandon-
ment of the Coolidge system of spring-
rotation. He retained the sliding-
cylinder gas-check device, but,
thenceforward, all his revolvers, rifles
and shotguns were fitted with cylinders
which had to be rotated by hand. His
own explanation of the change was
that he wished to simplify the design
and came to the conclusion that the
driving-spring was an unnecessary
fitment. It is not improbable, how-
ever, that he also wished to cheapen the
cost of manufacture. All the known
specimens of his arms, in private or
public collections, are of the later
hand-rotated type. Specimens of the
spring-rotated type are so excessively
rare that it is an open question whether
any have survived intact until to-day.

VAGUE ANSWERS

The precise number produced is
not known. Collier was questioned
rather closely on this point by Counsel
for the plaintiff in the Colt lawsuit,
but his answers were very vague and
from them one can glean no more than
the statement that “from fifty to one
hundred” were manufactured (the
proportion of revolvers to shoulder
arms was not stated) and that “perhaps
thirty to forty” were included in the
first Indian consignment. The re-
maining consignments were of the
hand-rotated type.

In about 1827-28 Collier moved his
business to the City. The London



Directory of 1828 gives his address as
No. 3 North Piazza, Royal Exchange.
He appears to have occupied part of
these premises as a sub-tenant. The
very scanty technical works of the
period make no mention of his arms,
but the second and larger of his two
broadsheets (almost certainly issued
from the Royal Exchange) quotes two
interesting letters. One is from the
Captain of the Honourable East India
Company ship Waterloo, who had
devoted part of Christmas Eve, 1824,
to trials of a newly-purchased Collier
revolver. He was highly delighted
with its performance. A friend, who
was present on the occasion, was so
impressed that he wished to order a
similar specimen. He himself would
like to exchange his single revolver
for a brace. It was possible that he
might pass these on to a fellow Captain,
who was on the point of sailing. In
this event, he would require another
brace to replace them. The other
letter was from a member of a Volun-
teer Rifle Corps, who had more than
seventeen years’ shooting experience.

ASTONISHING PERFORMANCE

He had obtained a Collier rifle
on approval and ‘had tried it out on a
five-man target at a range of two
hundred yards. To his astonishment,
he had contrived to discharge the load
of five rounds in fifteen seconds,
hitting each of the painted figures in
turn. He had made up his mind to
order a rifle and would call in at
Collier’s office within a few days, to
give instructions regarding the details
of its finish.

It is not beyond the bounds of
possibility that a certain number of
Collier revolvers were purchased by
Officets of the two Services, but there
appear to be no records of their use
under active service conditions. They

were, in fact, not very well adapted for -

the latter, since the flintlock hand-
rotated type (most generally produced)
required three motions for each
successive shot and the use of both
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hands—an embarrassing feature if the
user was already burdened with a
drawn sword. There is, however, an
interesting footnote to the second
broadsheet, which states that ‘““The
Patentee is proud to add that Lord
Cochraine (sic) has ordered Specimens
of the above Fire-Arms, for the defence
and protection of Grecian Liberty.”
The arms in question were probably
revolving rifles, but, so far, the writer
has been unable to find any reference
to them in the various works dealing
with Lord Cochrane’s career.

LITTLE SUPPORT

The total output of Collier arms of
all kinds will always remain a matter
for conjecture, but it is doubtful if
they amounted to more than three to
four hundred all told. Despite the
fact that they appear to have functioned
quite satisfactorily under normal con-
ditions, it is very evident that they
failed to attract any useful measure of
public support. In all probability,
their cost of production was their
greatest disadvantage. There is rea-
son to believe that their manufacture
ceased in or about 1830.

Collier remained in England for
nearly twenty years after that date,
engaged in his normal profession of
civil engineering. There is evidence
that he was established at Rotherhithe
in the middle 1830s, concerned with
the manufacture of a marine boiler of
his own design, patented in 1836.

LATER PATENTS

It was given a fairly extensive
series of trials by the Admiralty in the
same year. Later patents, which he
obtained, covered such diverse items
as pumping-machinery (1837), fur-
naces (1843) and nail-making machin-
ery (1839 and 1845). He returned to
the United States early in 1850 and
settled down in Boston. His brief
appearance in the Colt lawsuit, of the
following year, is the last episode of
his career of which any record seems
to exist.
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READERS’ LETTERS

Shooting in the U.S.A.

I read with interest the article by Mr.
J. T. Ferri, of U.S.A., in the July issue of
THE MARKSMAN, and note his remarks that
a licence is not required to own a gun in
America, but that clubs with indoor ranges
must have a general club licence.

I notice, however, in an American
shooting magazine that a licence costing
10 dollars is required in New York for a
pistol, and they are trying to pass legislation
bringing into force an order that a Police
permit costing 10 dollars is necessary in
order to purchase ammunition ‘suitable
for any gun which can be concealed on the
person.

This includes .22 rim-fire cartridges and
possibly shot shells and air-rifle pellets.

Does the licensing condition depend on
the State ?

I would also like to point out that in the
U.K. a registered rifle club does not have
to hold a firearms certificate for rifles, etc.,
owned by the club, although apparently
they must have one in the States.

I am also rather surprised at the state-
ment regarding .22 rifles used on indoor
ranges, as I understand that in the U.S.A.
they go in for target shooting in a very big
way, and they certainly make some first-
class rifles, such as the Winchester 52 and
the Remington 37, etc.—or are these used
only on outdoor ranges ?

J. B. LESLIE,

London, W.C.1.
Pistol Regulations

I am particularly interested in all that
appertains to the pistol, and while I am to
some extent in agreement with the
authorities that some control is necessary
I find the restrictions of the present time
irksome and irritating.

Punish those who abuse the possession
and use of the pistol, but don’t punish the
intelligent and reputable citizen who has a
keen and properly balanced liking for
pistol shooting.

The pistol lover need not be, and is not,
a potential criminal or maniac.

I find myself in sympathy with many of
the remarks of your contributor, Lt.-Col.
Granet, and hope to see more articles by
him in the future.

ARTHUR J. LOCKE,
North Harrow, Middlesex.

Collectors’ Pieces
I note in your “News From All Quarters”
that the Kent Police have had some 281

weapons surrendered to them during the
past year. I wonder how many valuable
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antique guns and pistols have been handed
in by people with no knowledge of their
cash value—and whether all these weapons
are destroyed ?

On one occasion I saw a very nice
Deane Adams percussion revolver, com-
plete in case, which an old lady had
surrendered to the local police station. On
making enquiries, I was told that it would
be destroyed !

At another time I remember finding that
a percussion pistol had been withdrawn
from a public auction of furniture and
household effects because a local police
authority considered it to be a “lethal
fire-arm.”

I have often wondered whether the
Home Office has ever considered the
advisability of authorising the police to
issue a “‘collector’s permit” to those who
collect and wish to study various types of
rifled and hand guns.

E. F. HAYMAN,
Caterham, Surrey.

ANY QUESTIONS ?

From the United States of
America comes the kind offer by
Mr. F. Bob Chow (an inter-
national marksman) to endeav-
our to answer any questions
regarding shooting in America
that readers of ‘““The Marksman”’
may wish to put to him.

72220 /i ’/
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Bisley Personalities

FOR shooting men there is a prize
cherished above all prizes. And the
great day of all shooting days is the final
shoot for His Majesty the King’s Prize at
the Bisley meeting of the National Rifle
Association.

In the late afternoon hundreds of people
gather at the firing points and face along
the Stickledown range.

In a commanding position stands a
mobile transmitter of the British Broad-
casting Corporation, and between it and
the points the large crowd waits.

Bright and sober blazers, colourful
dresses, Naval officers with brass tele-
scopes, Army and Air Force uniforms,
dotted the rows of spectators. There’s no
doubt about this being the Ascot day of
shooting.

And when the winner is decided a solid
avenue of people form, and then, led by a
glittering regimental band, escorted on
either side by uniformed policemen, the
victor, high on Sergeant Wainwright’s 1883
chair, starts on his tour of the camp.

I DON'T BELIEVE IT

You can be sure that Ronald Greig was a
very happy-looking man indeed. In fact,
over an hour later he was heard to say to a
friend, “I don’t believe it. It’s all a
dream.”

But the King’s Prize had been truly won
by R. D. Greig with 277 points when his
last shot score a bull’s-eye. Conditions
were extremely difficult with a strong
cross-wind.

Ronald Greig, formerly a Captain of the
Royal Scots Fusiliers, is thirty-seven and
comes from Sittingbourne, Kent. His
grofession is chartered accountant, and he

e is now working as a company secretary.

He first came to Bisley as a Winchester
School boy in 1931, but began definitely
with the meetings in 1934. The “All-
comers’ Aggregate” fell to him in 1936, a
King’s Silver in 1938 and a King’s Bronze
in 1939.

In the year 1937-38 he was a member of
the English team which toured South
African and Australia. The rifle which he
used then was the one with which he won
the King’s Prize this year.

Ronald Greig was a very popular winner
indeed, and it is obvious from his shooting
history that he has thoroughly earned his
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success.
He is a member of the North London
Club.

GRAND AGGREGATE

The Grand Aggregate was won by
A/Sgt. F. S. French, latc Hertfordshire
Yeomary, with §65 points.

Stan French is now sixty-three years old
and lives in Enfield. Two years ago he
retired from the Royal Small Arms
Factory, where he was an Armourer
Sergeant.

He began competition shooting in 1910,
and since then he has had such a variety of
successes that the only way to note them
would be to inspect his mantelpiece and
sideboard at home.

He won the King’s Prize in 1935; he
came second in the Grand Aggregate
twice—once in 1914 and once in 1949 ; that
is, with 35 years in between. Having
finally won it this year must be a source of
great satisfaction to him.

The English team has seen him repre-
sented six times in the Kolapore ; he won
the Daily Mail Cup in 1935 and the Daily
Telegraph Cup in 1937, and ... so one
could go on adding to the list.

He must indeed be an honoured member
of the City Rifle Club.

REVOLVER SHOOTING

The Revolver Gold Badge was won by
Flt.-Lieut. H. Kennedy with 655 points.

The winner is a regular R.A.F. officer,
aged 43, and he has his home in N. Ireland.

He began revolver shooting seriously in
1936, and is also a keen rifle shot. He

»

Sir John Hall, Governor of Uganda, who
presented prizes at Bisley N.S.R.A. meering.
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would have entered for the rifle competi-
tions this year too, but the thought of
bringing a double load of equipment from
Ireland dissuaded him.

This is the sixth year he has been in the
R.A.F. revolver team, and at the R.A.F.
meeting a few weeks ago he became the
individual revolver champion after being
runner-up last year.

He uses a Smith and Wesson, practices
a good deal at “dry shooting,” and is a
firm believer in complete horizontal
relaxation before a contest.

SMALL-BORE SHOOTING

This year the N.S.R.A. held its twentieth
meeting on the Running Deer Range at the
edge of Bisley camp. An iron framework,
tarpaulin-covered, ran along the firing
point and behind were three rows of
marquees and tents for official and club
use. Between the point and the tents was
an area where a great deal of talking and
mutual enquiry took place.

Looking at the gathering of contestants,
one was struck by the extraordinary
uniformity of the clothes worn. Olive-
green jackets and trousers (for men and
women) crowned by a jockey-cap of similar
colour, seemed to be the rule.

Nearly everyone carried an array of
brightly-coloured badges sewn to his back.
Some of the old-stagers were heard to
mutter darkly that “It wasn’t like this in
my day. Badges really meant something
then.”

Moving among these marksmen and
markswomen a visitor would be hard to
please had he not been impressed by their
good-fellowship, helpfulness and sports-
manship.

The tyro who has doubts about entering
open competitions would do well to bear
his in mind.

There were more than nine hundred
entries for this year’s events, more than
fifty above last summer’s total.

Tuesday, July 4th, was a conspicuous
day in the N.S.R.A.’s history, when 5,078
targets were shot at—s00 above the pre-
vious record. Needless to say, the organi-
sation was smooth to achieve that figure.
The Secretary, Range Officers and the men
behind the scenes are all to be congratu-
lated on a very successful meeting.

THE ¢“ROBERTS”

A feature of the small-bore meeting this
year was the successes won by members of
the Borough of Wandsworth Rifle Club,

H. R. Hammond, captain of the club,
holds the British Championship and the
Championship of England as a result of
having won the Earl Roberts’ Memorial
Challenge Cup and the St. George’s
Challenge Cup.

Runner-up in the “Roberts” was F. K.
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Lamberg, also of the Wandsworth Club.

The short-range Briush Championship
was won by yet another Wandsworth
marksman, J. W. Johnson, and (if this were
not enough for one club), A. E. Spiriti,
Wandsworth, won the Grand Aggregate
for the meeting.

The final for the “Roberts” produced
a tie at 586 points each for Hammond and
Lamberg. ‘They therefore shared the first
and second-place prize money. For the
Challenge Cup itself, a tie-shoot was held
as soon as the results were known. On the
first card each scored 99 points and on the
second Hammond scored a possible (100)
and Lamberg 99.

Hammond, 47, lives in Streatham and is
a clerk with British Railways in the
Superintendents’ Office at Paddington.

He has been shooting in competitions
since 1926, attending the Bisley and Scottish
meetings yeafly. Before he won the
“Roberts” he remembers as his greatest
success the year 1930, when at Wick he
won the Benjaficld Cup and the Parbury
Cutlery ; both of which are now extinct,
the former having been blown up in the last
war. At Bisley he has won various prizes,
but no major trophy up to this year.

Since 1929 he has shot in the Inter-
national Railways Competition, and for the
last three years has had the highest score
with 399 points.

WANDSWORTH CAPTAIN

To-day he is captain of the Wandsworth
Rifle Club and London County.

He uses a Winchester §2 (which he got
only a week before this year’s Bisley) with
Vaver sights and Super Match ammunition.

The newcomer to Bisley, he considers,
should pay a great deal of attention to the
need to modify his aim in different condi-
tions of light and wind.

When asked what advice he would like to
pass on to marksmen who hope to reach
the experts’ class, he remembered what he
was told when he first came to Bisley. He
said it was the best advice possible. He
was taking aim when he suddenly realised
that the wind conditions had changed.
Seeing nearby two men whose coats were
covered with badges, he asked what
adjustment he should make. One of the
men turned to him and said, deliberately,
“You find out for your —— self !”” And
that is precisely what Wally Hammond did,
and has been doing ever since.

Fritz Lamberg is a Production Engineer,
aged 45, and lives in Hampstead. He
belongs to the Johnson Matthey, Wands-
worth and Embankment R.C.s and this is
his fifth shooting year.

He has been to Bisley twice before. In
1948 he won the Jaeger Trophy, Class C,
and in 1949 he came 27th in the Grand
Aggregate of A and B classes.



His rifle is a Re nington 37 with Mastic
bedding, and for this competition he used
Western Super Match Mk. 2 ammunition.

Like Wally Hammond he has picked up
his experience as he has gone along, but he
considers it is essential for a man to get
plenty of training at an outdoor club before
coming to Bisley. In this connection he
has found the book on outdoor competition
shooting by A. G. Banks a great help.

When asked how he felt about just
missing the trophy himself, he answered
sincerely, “Nothing could have pleased me
more than that my friend and team-mate
Wally Hammond won it.”

TIE BETWEEN THREE

The Class A Aggregate Competition ;
won after a tie-shoot between three men,
by E. A. Spireti.

E. A. Spireti, known variously to his
friends as “Geeser” or ‘“‘Macaroni,” is 36
and lives in Stockwell. His clubs are
Wandsworth, the L.P.T.B., the Sutton
Transport and, for full-bore shooting, the
City R.C. He works as an electrical
engineer for London Transport.

He has been shooting for two years, and
got himself secondhand a 1936 12/15 B.S.A.
which still has its original barrel. He
reckons that at least 20,000 shots have been
through it. It has electrical and mastic
bedding with a trigger of his own make.
His ammunition is Peter Dewar Match.

Altogether he has been shooting for two
years, and his first time in Bisley was in
1949, when he came down for a week-end,
blazed away at everything there was going,
and then went back home having seen what
things were like at the meeting. In the
full-bore of the same year he reached the
King’s 100.

CLASS B AGGREGATE

The Class B Aggregate was won by
Ron Middleton, of Bromley, Kent.

He belongs to the Lewisham and St.
Nicholas R.C.s. He is 25 and is an
engineer working on milling machines.

He began shooting three years ago and
went to the 1948 Bisley meeting, where he
was in Class C. His performance was
average, and he was prevented from making
a better showing at the 1949 competition
through an attack of appendicitis, which
kept him away. By this year his average
had increased to 98.3, and so he entered the
B class only, feeling that he would be out
of his depth in the ‘“Robert’s” Cup.

He used a B.S.A. 1215 rifle, modified
with a band on the fore-end to clamp the
floating barrel and EZXS ammunition.

At the end of the first day’s shooting,
which had been very wet, he was 12 points
down, and in the average class again.
Next day, which was ideal shooting weather,
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he surprised himself. “I found them
going in one after the other.” By the end
of the day he found that he had won the
whole competition on aggregate points.
And not only that. With the double 50
and the double 100 he scored a possible
(400), and so is eligible for the 400 Club,
into which he has been elected.

WOMEN’S COMPETITIONS

The ‘“Flowers” Trophy was won by
Mrs. W. H. Hyde, who comes from
Salisbury and has been shooting for two
years. In 1948, when she came to Bisley,
she had no classification, in 1949 was Class
D and this year she is Class A. In 1949
she won the Jaeger Challenge Bowl in
Class C, and the women’s Class B Postal
Shoot, while this year she won the Kent
Trophy at Glasgow.

Her rifle, a Winchester 52, used to belong
to her husband, and is fitted with a Johnson
barrel. He has shortened the stock to suit
her more comfortably.  She uses Palmer
Kleanbore ammunition.

Her clubs are Salisbury and Worplesdon.

In the Home Counties Women’s Inter-
national match, which was won by
England, the highest scores were made by
Mrs. G. Broughton and Mrs. A. B. Culf
with 296 each ; both of the England team.

PISTOL SHOOTING

The winner of the Individual Pistol
Championship, A Class Aggrcgate, was
G. C. (Gog) Horsman. He is a man who
has had difficulties to overcome. His neck
was broken in the Italian campaign, and he
spent seven months in a plaster cast, which
was removed in May, 1945. He took up
rifle shooting at the end of 1946 and pistol
shooting in the beginning of 1937. He
won the C Class Aggreagte in the N.S.R.A.
Rifle Competition in 1949, and this year
with an A classification his performance
was average. But since it is a strain for
him to hold a rifle for long periods, he is
still to be congratulated.

He uses a Colt Match Target Pistol,
which he got secondhand. Shortly before
this competition, the rear sight was broken,
so he fitted in a spare from a Webley,
wedging it with a piece of cigarette
packet. He used I.C.I. ammunition.

Even more than his own personal success
he was delighted with the results of the
County Pistol Championship. His own
club, Surrey, of which he is the secretary,
breaking into Middlesex’s long run of
victories. )

He finds that one of the advantages of
coming to an open meeting like Bisley is
that one learns to accustom oneself to the
nervous strain of the conditions—and
that is half the battle.

He is 44, and lives in Sutton, Surrey.
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Left : Trigger-
testing, before the
“K’m’ ”»

Above, right : Colonel Gould
fires from the sitting position.

Right : C.S.M. “Bill” Meaker,
Army pistol champion.
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Right : R. D. Greig,

King’s Prize winner,

being carried in the chair
after his victory.
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Above : Surrey team (.22) firing m .éuem Xlexandra C.

Left : The English
ladies’ team.
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Left : Watching the score-boards.

Right : Harry Johnson,
oldest member of the
English team (.22 rifle),
and the highest scorer,

Right : The tie-shoot
for the “Roberts.”

Left : Mrs. Elsie MacCrae,
wife of the Commandant of
the Canadian team, and
the only woman competitor
from N. America.

Right : Waiting for a
“bed” on the free ranges.
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e e R
Above, left : Scottish cadets.

Right : Firing in the second
stage of the ‘“‘Roberts.”

Left :  Shooting in_ the
Whitehead competition.




Left : Military band es-
corting Greig after he had
won the “King’s.”

Right : English ladies®
team firing.

Above : England small-bore International group.
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Left: Sgt. E. F.
Bach shooting in the
final of the ““King’s.””

Above : Scottish International Small-bore team.
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The First
Open Meeting

By “TWO-TWO”

ONE day when I was having a comfort-
able practice on the 25 yd. range the
skipper came over and told me that I was
wanted to shoot in the National ‘“A” team.
So I went to the 100 yd. firing point where
I managed to score §590. This, I con-
sidered pretty satisfactory, but someone
said it had probably cost us the match.

The next thing that happened was a
suggestion that I might get my entry in
for the aggregate at an open meeting which
was being held a fortnight hence. I
might be shooting in the team. And so
it turned out. i

On the day, the skipper and the two
other members of the team shepherded
me to the compctition tent.

I had never seen such a crowd of
shooters. Very obviously everyone was
an expert—at least up to Dewar-class
shooting. They all seemed to have so
many badges on their backs that I felt
quite naked with my one club badge.
After very shyly donning my home-made
shooting-jacket there came the trigger-
testing ordeal. Although it had been
tested dozens of times within the last few
days, I had visions of being drummed out
because it would not take the three-pounds
weight.

However, all was well, and I was given
an envelope with masses of sticky tickets
inside. These had to be put into my
programme until required and there
followed instructions on how to hand them
to the Range Officers.

Eventually, on being told that 100 yards
was just right for shooting, I managed to
get down between two Internationals !
That first shot just would not go off and
when, at last, it did go, it seemed certain
that the remaining nine could never be
fired in the seven minutes allowed—but
in the end I had three minutes to spare.

Although it was dead calm between my
shots, a tornado seemed to rage when I
was actually shooting.

However, a very comforting discovery
was that the rest of the competitors were
human beings after all, and most helpful
at that. When the man on my right (with
a Dewar badge and three chevrons)
suggested ‘““four right and two up” and the
man on my left told me to “hold it” until
a gust died down, I could hardly believe
that they were speaking to me.

Between them, I got quite a few hanging
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on to that elusive 10-ring, and although I
was petrified when the team sticker went
on my card, my confidence was growing.

It was quite a thrill to see my scores go
up on the cards outside the Stats. (par-
ticularly the good ones !) and what followed
may be counted as one of the most enjoy-
able days shooting that I have ever had.

All this happened years ago and I have
since attended many similar meetings with
varying success and enjoyed them all. I
would like to give this advice to any
competitor who has not shot at one before :

Go to as many open meetings as you
can. You will enjoy them and it will
improve your shooting.

Before you go, make sure that your
trigger will carry the weight, and check
over all equipment.

Have a good ’scope for spotting your
shots.

Don’t worry about being a tyro—all the
experts were the same at one time.

Fix your “stickers” by one corner into
your programme, using a separate page
for each distance. Make sure that you
bring enough ‘‘Unlimited”” or “Practice”
tickets and have these on a separate page.

Don’t thrash your legs about or speak
to the next man or over him when he is
shooting. Wait until the men on either
side have finished shooting before getting
up or speaking.

Don’t rush your shooting—you will
find that there is ample time allowed for
the card.

Don’t be overcome by the occasion—
remember people are not all watching you
or your scores, and if you’re in trouble,
ask for advice. I'm sure that you will
find everyone most helpful.

THE MERCURY CURE
FOR
LEAD IN THE BARREL
By “TWO-TWO”

ONE method of removing lead from a
rifle barrel involves the use of a small
quantity of mercury, which can be obtained
from a chemist’s shop.

Clean the barrel out in the usual manner
with oil and then with dry patches.

Plug the breech end with a tight-fitting
wooden plug, and then pour in the mercury.

Place the thumb over the open end, and
shake and twist the barrel for some
minutes ; the lead will amalgamate with
the mercury, which can be poured out
into a bottle to be used again if required.

After removing the lead, the barrel
should be polished, as it is more than
likely that there is a rough patch inside
the bore which caused the lead to stick.
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Where are the Ladies?

By MRS. J. C. KAIL

“l WISH my wife would take up shoot-

ing.” This remark, made by one of
the male members of a certain small-bore
rifle club, made me wonder why it is that
comparatively few women show any active
interest in the sport. At most clubs
women members are very much in the
minority, and their absence is also notice-
able at open and national meetings.

Why should this be so ? Perhaps
because the idea seems prevalent that guns
and shooting are a man’s pastime. And
yet shooting is one recreation in which
women can participate on equal terms with
men. No great physical strength is
required, and postal and open competitions
are open to all.

I was most sceptical when introduced
to small-bore shooting. I had never held
a rifle and I knew absolutely nothing about
firearms.

But after my first “shoot” I was en-
thusiastic and wanted to learn. At first,
the conversation of fellow-members, liber-
ally sprinkled as it was with references to
“bundles,” ‘‘actions,” ‘‘elevations’’ and
“‘windage’” was unintelligible, but by
asking questions and by keeping my eyes
and ears open, I gradually came to under-
stand.

The first step in my technical education
was learning to clean my gun. This
seemed to me then a major operation, but
later it became a matter of routine. I
have since progressed a little further and
have even re-bedded my rifle—with satis-
factory results.

The apparent weight of a rifle frightens
off many potential markswomen, but it is
a mistaken idea that a target rifle is too
heavy for a woman to handle. I use a
rifle which weighs nine-and-a-half pounds,
and have used one weighing fifteen pounds.

I find that I am not nearly so steady when
using a lightweight rifle.

You don’t have to hold the rifle up, and
if you have a properly adjusted sling, the
weight is considerably diminished.

And don’t let the cost of equipment
deter you ; most clubs have rifles available
and telescopes for spotting.

No woman should take up this sport if
her appearance is always uppermost in
her mind as there is very little glamour in
slacks and a shooting jacket—which is, to
my mind, the best wear for the range.
You need to be comfortable, unaware of
your clothes and, above all, warm enough.
Chattering teeth and a shaking hand are
not conducive to good scores.

Age need be no obstacle, provided that
your eyesight is reasonably good, and, in
any case, glasses can be worn, or a lens
may be fitted to the rifle itself.

I know one woman of sixty-six who still
enjoys regular shooting on both full-bore
and small-bore ranges.

Women members are welcome at most
clubs. There may be, in a few places, a
tendency (usually among the more aged
members) to discourage the efforts of
women, but such cases are rare. Gener-
ally speaking, you will find that fellow
members are very willing to give helpful
advice and to coach you while shooting.

The trouble is, sometimes, to sort out
the hints—because everyone seems to have
his own ideas about firing positions,
sighting and trigger-squeeze.

Concentration and co-ordination of eye
and hand—plus a little normal intelligence
—seem to me to be the ingredients of good
shooting. Surely these can be acquired
and perfected by practice—and more
practice—just as easily by women as by
men ?

A woman competitor at this year’s Scottish
National meeting at Rouken Glen.
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News from all
(Quarters

ENGLISHTOWN sub-district, with a

score of 454 points, won the Coleraine
area ‘“B” Special Constabulary rifle com-
petition at Moneydig range, Northern
Ireland.

Glasgow won the team competition for
the Holyrood Cup at the open meeting of
the Scottish Police Small-bore Rifle
Association held at Seaton Park, Aberdeen.

The 4th Essex Home Guard Rifle Club
beat Bishop’s Stortford Home Guard R.C.
by one “bull.”” Each team scored sIr
out of a possible 630 points so the match
was decided by a count of bulls.

The ‘“Belfast News-Letter” challenge
cup for the Ulster individual championship
was won by T. D. Ward, Roe Valley, with
a score of 789.2. F. H. Craig, C.I.LY.M.S.,
was second, and G. Turner, R.U.C. The
women’s individual championship was
won by Miss L. Stewart, Clawdeboye.

R. Skinner won the shield for the best
aggregate score at a clay-pigeon shoot held
by the Sid Vale gun club at Sidford.

At the Aberdeen and District Small-bore
Rifle Association ‘“Wapinshaw” at Seaton
Park, A. Connon (Turriff) won the Hon.
President’s trophy with a score of 300.
Miss Rattray (Aberdeen Ladies) won the
“Press and Journal” trophy and the G.
Strathdee trophy. Miss B. Craigmyle
(Home Guard) was first in the competition
for the N.S.R.A. trophy.

Eaton Rifle Club, Norwich, has a new
range which was declared open last month
by Dr. B. B. Rose, the club president.

Cyril Firth won a pewter tankard
presented by the president of the club, Mr.
H. Scott, at a Huddersfield Rifle Club
shoot.

For the second year in succession, Major
R. M. Parsons, Royal Ulster Rifles, won
the King’s medal and the championship
of the Army Rifle Association. The title
of Champion Young Officer was won by
Second-Lieutenant J. Dalby, Parachute
Regiment, who last year, as a rifleman, was
awarded the title of Champion Young
Soldier.

The 1st Battalion, The Rifle Brigade,
won the K.R.R.C. Cup, Unit Cham-
pionship of the British Army.
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A new Yorkshire rifle club, Conisbrough
British Legion and Home Guard, was
formed last month.

Herts. Meeting

The open prize meeting of the County
of Hertfordshire Small-bore Rifle Associa-
tion will be held at the S.T.C. Ranges,
New Southgate, on September 9th and
1oth. The Hertfordshire hon. secretary
is Mr. R. T. Garner, “Ingleside,” Hitchin
Road, Stevenage, Herts.

An Open Meet organized by Leeds and
District Association of Rifle and Revolver
Clubs will be held at Meanwood Woods,
Leeds, on Saturday and Sunday, Septem-
ber 9th and 1oth.

Small-bore riflemen at Consett, near
Newcastle, have asked local farmers if
they may help to rid the land of rabbits.

C. W. Harvey won the all-comers’
competition at Worthing Home Guard
Full-bore Rifle Club annual prize
meeting.

At the annual open shoot of the Keighley
Rifle Club, F. M. Barnes, Bradford, won
the “Keighley News” Rose Bowl, the
Grand Aggregate, the Open individual
championship of Keighley and District,
and the F. Varey Trophy. W. Alred, also
of the Bradford club, won the Keighley
R.C. individual championship and the F.
Pickles Trophy.

The electrical bedding developed by
Edwards (“Pete’”) Brown, vice-president
of National Shooters Supply Inc., Wash-
ington D.C., U.S.A,, is being made in
England by John C. J. Knot, Ltd.,
Kingston, Surrey, sole licensed manufac-
turers in the United Kingdom. Edwards
Brown was a member of the staff of the
American N.R.A,, and is now in partner-
ship with Arthur Cook, 1948 Olympic
small-bore champion.

Hampshire Postal League

Nine hundred competitors fired in
Hampshire County Postal League matches
during the 1949-50 season. The number
of “possibles’ recorded was 350, and there
were 813 ‘“‘ninety-nines.”



At a clay-pigeon shoot at Taverham,
Norfolk, G. Platt of Yarmouth won
the Aggregate Cup with 39 out of a
possible 40. It is hoped that the shoot
will become an annual event.

Lowestoft Division of the East Suffolk
Constabulary won a shooting match (.303
rifle) against Norfolk County Police at
Pakefield. Bisley targets were used, and
shooting with a fairly strong 3 o’clock wind,
the winners put up a score of 1,182 against
1,108. The highest scores were 111 by
Inspector B. Riddlestone, Sergeant Gooch
and Special Constable Bell, all of the
Lowestoft team.

Gun Sale

More than £3,000 was realised at a gun
and fishing-tackle sale held by Messrs.
Knight, Frank and Rutley at Hanover
Square, London. About 100 guns were
available for sale, ranging from specimen
pieces to rook rifles. Guns by Purdey
fetched £125 to L£150 each and Holland
and Holland realised 100 for a single
gun. Guns by other well-known makers
such as William Powell and Son, Cogswell
and Harrison, Greener, and Boss, realised
£50 to £80 each.

A team of riflemen and light machine-
gunners of the 4th Battalion The Royal
Hampshire Regiment have won, for the
first time, the championship of the Terri-
torial Army. This championship carries
with it the China Challenge Cup, a silver
trophy valued at £1,000.

Leys School, Cambridge, won the
Ashburton challenge shield, at Bisley,
with 513 out of a possible score of 560.
There were 77 other teams entered
for the event, more than there have
been for several years. Epsom
College were second with 507 points
after a tie-shoot with King’s College
School, Wimbledon.

Stolen Pistol

Stolen from the display tent of the
Shooters Supply Company at Bisley, the
following pistol : No. 7643, calibre 7.65
(.32), made by ‘“MAB.” The Shooters
Supply Company and the parent firm
A. H. Mitchell (Firearms) Ltd., would be
grateful if any person who obtains posses-
sion of this pistol would notify them
direct at 194 Gt. Titchfield Street, London,
W.1, or report to the nearest police station.

The Belgium challenge cup ‘Service
rifle competition at Bisley, was won by the
Rhodesia Regiment with a score of 558.

County Match

The English Twenty County Rifle
Team Match was won by Surrey with a
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score of 1,111. Sussex was second, and
Northumberland was third.

The Royal Marines won the United
Services Challenge Cup. They had a
lead of eleven points over their nearest
rivals, the R.A.F.

Corporal J. G. Proudfoot, Royal
Scots, won the Elkington Aggregate
Challenge Cup with a score of 91
points.

Chief Petty-Officer Crook, Portsmouth,
won the Navy revolver championship with
a total score of 328.

Other Bisley Results

Wednesday Aggregate : (1) C. W.
Lewis, East Lancs. A.T.C, 147; (2)
Major R. A. Fulton, 147; (3) G. T.

Pearson, Manchester R.C., 147.

St. George’s Challenge Vase : Flt.—
Lieut. G. Richardson (after a tie shoot
with Major R. B. Hodgson), 73.

The Loder: Major H. C.
Surrey Yeomanry, 97.

“Daily Mail” Prize : Miss B. Badcock,.
South London R.C.

Donald Smith : Sq.-Ldr. Laceby-
Stevens, R.A.F.V.R,, 100.

King’s Veterans : Capt. H. ]J. Vodden,.
Devonshire Regiment, 99.

Northland : Cpl. G. H. Emperingham,.
Canada, 73.

“Times”: Lt. A. G. Warne, City Rifle
Club.

Grey Squirrel
Shooting

By L. R. JAMES

HOW many .22 enthusiasts realise the
sporting possibilities of the grey
squirrel ?

Even the keenest target man will admit
that making holes in cardboard at fixed
distances has its limitations, and in the
writer’s opinion the grey squirrel offers
magnificent sport to the rifleman, and a
fascinatingly difficult target to the pistol
shot.

The grey squirrel was introduced from
America in Victorian times, liberated at
Wooburn and London, and has spread
widely over the South and West of England
in woodland areas, especially in beech and
chestnut woods. It has now become a
serious menace to agriculture and forestry,.
and causes great havoc in fruit gardens.
and among nesting birds and game.

Patrick,.
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Grey Squirrel Clubs are sponsored by
ithe Ministry of Agriculture, who 1ssue free
12-bore and .410 cartridges to members—
«details can be had from your County Pest
Officer. These clubs destroy large num-
bers of the animals each year, and pertorm
:a most useful service, but ritles and pistols
:are not normally allowed to be used as
they are officially classed as dangerous
-weapons ! Personally, if I had to be shot,
I would prefer a .22 wound to th: dreadful
.damage caused by a shot-gun accident.
“The pistol or rifle gives a clean kill or a
«<lean miss, makes little noise and so
«auses the minimum disturbance to game,
is relatively cheaper, and above all gives
‘the animal a more sporting chance than a
shot-gun. It must be admitted, however,
that where squirrels arc very numerous
:and must be destroyed, the shot-gun is
the more efficient.

Most squirrels are seen in the early
-morning when they are foraging on the
:ground, and when disturbed they usually
1nake for the nearest tree, travelling rapidly
through the twigs and branches. When
moving they are a difficult target for the
most skilled shot, but they frequently rest,
.and sometimes ‘‘freeze’” into immobility

against a branch, so offering a r:asonable
chance.

Their meat is excellent eating, and
winter-shot skins when tanned make fine
gloves, etc. Eighty skins make a fur coat
worth £100.

Responsible snots can readily obtain
permission to shoot grey squirrels from
owners of woodlands, but in case of
difficulty the local N.F.U. or A.E.C. can
help.

I use a Webley .22 target pistol, but the
ideal weapon is a Colt Woodsman with
H.V. cartridges. If signs are present, but
squirrels seem scarce, targets may be
found by getting a companion to poke the
dreys with a long pole—sometimes six
squirrels may be dislodged in winter from
a single drey.

It is, of course, dangerous to shoot
squirrels while they are on the ground, and
a wounded squirrel should be handled
with caution, as they can inflict a severe
bite.

Squirrel hunting with a .22 pistol will
test the marksmanship, and give most
exciting sport to the most blase target
shooter.

ALFRED J. PARKER

RIFLES AND ACCESSORIES, SHOT GUNS AND
ACCESSORIES, REPAIRS AND RENOVATIONS

We can supply immediately from stock :—

No. 4 service rifles .303 from £12/0/0
aperture sights for No. 4 and 3 rifles

The famous ‘' Twin Zero’
No. 3 rifles with new barrels

No. 3 rifles with clean nearly new barrels
Selected brand new barrels for the No. 3 rifle

Score Books, Elbow Pads, Telescopes and Stands, Bullet Lubricants, Nickel
Remover, Flannelette Patches and Rolls, Anti-Corrosive Rifle Oil (the
best in the world for your rifle barrel), Brushes, Cleaning Rods, etc.

B.S.A. 12/15 Target Rifles, Sporting Rifles, Shot Guns, Shot Gun Equipment,

and Cleaning Outfits

Shooting Trophies, Medals, etc., always in stock

SEND FOR OUR 1950 CATALOGUE (FREE AND POST
FREE) OR COLLECT ONE FROM OUR BISLEY MARQUEE

Bath Street Old Schools, Birmingham, 1

Phone :

CENtral 7810




The Choice

of a
Sporting Rifle

Lt.-Col. C. H. STOCKLEY

THERE has been such a long interval

since the hunting of big game of any
kind has been possible, that the number of
people experienced in such matters is not
nearly so large.

There was the same hiatus after the
Kaiser’s war, when about one in five
survived of the company commanders
who would have shown their subalterns
the way to start on a big game career—the
awful result being that in many cases
subalterns took to stink-bikes and poodle-
faking instead of improving their figures
sweating after markhor or tiger.

The present revival of interest in, not
only big game hunting but in wild life
generally, is an unexpected and a most
pleasant phenomenon.

Though rifles have altered little in the
past forty years, their cost has gone up
ridiculously. I said as much to one of the
oldest members of the gun trade a couple
of years ago. His reply was that it now
takes one man to make each part of a
rifle, somewhere about a hundred in all;
to which I rejoined that even forty years
ago it did not take ten men to make a very
excellent gun or rifle and reversion to such
methods might be the answer.

PROBLEMS OF THE NOVICE

However, let us suppose that a novice
wants to take up big game shooting and
is thinking of buying: a rifle, but does not
know what conditions should govern his
choice.

Firstly, he must decide what he wants
to shoot and where he wants to shoot it.

If he is only going deer-stalking in
Scotland, he has a wide choice of small and
medium bores, from about .256 to .37s.
But he must not believe that just any of
them will do. There must be velocity
and weight of bullet to produce a flat
trajectory and killing power; and the
remaining striking energy when the bullet
arrives at its target must be sufficient to
ensure a clean kill, which is the object of
every stalk.

A rook rifle will not be suitable for
stag-shooting.
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I have known a railway official in India
pot at blackbuck as he went along on a
trolley on inspection duty, using a low
velocity .300 rook rifle and soft lead
bullets for this nefarious work. I stopped.
him and protested, having seen wounded
buck run off, but he said that he quite
often killed them with this inadequate:
weapon. I asked how many he wounded
and he replied, “A good few, but you see 1
cannot leave the trolley to follow them.
up.” Later I had to spend a whole day
of my precious leave finishing off a couple
of his wounded beasts, one of which hadk
three bullets inside it and would have
lived in agony for several days.

.256 MANNLICHER

A good rifle for stag in Scotland and
game of similar size was the old .256
Mannlicher, which had a slightly higher
muzzle velocity than several others of
larger bore, and remaining energy to
ensure good killing power. This was
brought about by the well-balanced charge.
and bullet.

Perhaps the best of them all is the .318
used with a 250-grain bullet, with which
I have killed cleanly over 100 species of big.
game of all sizes, and which is the nearest
approach to an all-round rifle that I know.
Let me say here that there is no such thing.
as an all-round rifle which I would dare to
recommend to a novice for use against.
every species of big game.

After 35 years’ experience of big game:
hunting in several countries I came to
Kenya with a couple of .318’s and got 62
animals with the first 64 cartridges fired
from one of them ; but when the war came:
and I found myself compelled to go into
really thick stuff, after buffalo and rhino
which were doing damage, I got myself a
double .450.

At a range of ten yards or less a hit on
dangerous game must have sufficient shock
to knock it out, and it is not always
possible to pick your aiming point.

SUITABLE RIFLES

There are many rifles from .400 to .§77
bore which are suitable for dangerous game,
provided they are not too heavy for the
sportsman to carry for long periods of
tracking or still-hunting. Giving one’s
rifle to a gunbearer when dangerous game
is being followed up (or is even a possibility)
is a folly for which the sportsman is bound
to suffer sooner or later, either in lost
chances or actual personal hurt.

If a man decides that he wants to hunt
dangerous game and bases his choice of a
rifle on its efficiency for this purpose,
which means the purchase of anything
from a .425 upwards, he need not despise
his big rifle as a killer of smaller animals.

3 4
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Fifty years ago a .450 was almost a
small bore, and if one comes across an old
Farquharson action (falling block) .450,
very likely made by Fraser of Edinburgh,
it will probably be found that it has done
excellent work in its day against ibex and
similar beasts in the Himalayas, or against
antelope in Africa.

DOUBLE-BARREL RIFLES

For big and dangerous game most
people prefer the double barrel, though
it may leave them unloaded after the first
two shots. It is a matter of personal
preference, for I can get off four aimed
shots from a magazine rifle faster than
I can wwo double shots, having to reload
between.

Against that, I always reload the empty
<chamber after the first shot with a double,
if there is time—and there nearly always is.
I much dislike having an empty rifle in the
presence of dangerous game.

For stag, antelope and wild goats, the
magazine is most suitable, and a bore from
-256 to .366 (9 millimetres) with a muzzle
velocity round about 2,500 feet per second
quite high enough. Higher muzzle velo-
<ity is not a good thing for the bullet will
not stand up to the shock of impact at
close quarters, but will fly to pieces. This
means that it is unsuited for use in thick
<cover where there is the chance of danger-
ous game. When the striking energy is
too great for the strength of the bullet’s
jacket it breaks up without penetrating.

SIDE-STEPPING A TIGER

Once, in Siam, I was carrying a .280
in the hope of getting a barking deer on
the march through heavy jungle. A tiger

tried to take my terrier off the path in .

front of me and I fired into the junction of
chest and shoulder at about ten yards
range, and then, as he charged me, into
his back at that point where the shoulder
joins the spine.

The second bullet knocked him down
from only about a yard away, and he slid
past me on his chest, then lumbered up
and staggered away, dying within a
hundred yards in some high grass. Both
bullets had broken in small pieces and
there were two big cavities of blood and
broken splintered bone, but he would
have had enough energy left to maul me
if I had not side-stepped him behind a
six-inch tree.

Never under-gun yourself, even when
merely going for a walk, if there is danger-
-ous game about. It is far better to knock
a large hole in a small animal than have
-one made in your own hide by a dangerous
<one.

Tests for a rifle should be carried out at
2§ to 40 yards for dangerous game, and
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Any high-velocity light or
sustable,

A nasty place to rake
Heavy rifle needed.

ey A g

Bull elephant on the move, Lower Tana River.
The head will be bobbing, so the heart shot
must be taken and a heavy rifle needed.



at 150 for all other game. Normally a
prospective purchaser is taken to a range
and put down to fire the rifle at 100, 200
and 300 yards, with a leaf on the backsight
for each range. A standing backsight,
without any extra leaves, for 150 yards is
all that is needed. With modern flat-
trajectory rifles the aim can be taken a
couple of inches up or down on the
quarry itself. Telescopic sights are un-
necessary for anyone with normally good
eyesight, but many men like an aperture
sight on the bolt or behind it.

Very long barrels are clumsy and badly
balanced, and balance is a main quality of
a good rifle, which should come up almost
on the aiming mark without catching in
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the clothing or having to be pushed away
from the user. Constant practice in
bringing up the rifle, aiming and reloading,
should be taken with the eyes on the target,
until the rifle is thoroughly familiar. A
recoil pad is useful, especially in the case
of a man with long arms, as it gives extra
length to the stock.

Best of all, before even going to a
gunmaker, get someone who really knows
to give advice. Do not copy him slavishly,
especially if he be an expert using a small
or medium bore for everything, but go for
safety. Later on you can always sell the
big rifle and buy a smaller bore if you feel
like taking risks—bur never wunder-gun
yourself .

The Rifles They

Use

MRS. A. B. CULF, of Sale, Cheshire,
has gained so much fame in shooting

circles (both full-bore and small-bore) that
her fine performance in the Women’s
International match at the Bisley N.S.R.A.
Meeting came as no surprise.

She has been shooting since 1941, and in
1946 competed at Bisley for the first time.

Mrs. Culf belongs to the Manchester
City and Cheshire rifle clubs, and her rifle
for small-bore shooting is a Winchester 52
with which she uses Peter Dewar ammuni-
don.

The rifle illustrated here has been
specially stocked for her in sycamore by
J. C. J. Knott, of Kingston.

i
LS

'

It is a
.303 match
rifle and
is suitable
for wuse
in the prone position. Such rifles are
normally used in the back position on the
long ranges at Bisley, that is, from 900-
1,200 yards.

The action is Mannlicher Steyr, and the
bolt handle has been altered and lengthened
to permit the use of the telescopic sight.
The sight itself is mounted on a metal
extension of the receiver and does not,
therefore, interfere with the lightweight
match barrel.
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GunFittingand Coaching

By A. J. FOSTER

I TRIED to show in my first article in

THE MARKSMAN that owing to the
comparatively short range of the shotgun,
speed of handling, coupled with accuracy,
was the secret of shotgun shooting,

To acquire speed, a good-fitting gun is
necessary. I do not believe anyone can
shoot really quickly and accurately from
the gun-down position unless his gun is a
reasonably good fit.

Whether a man needs a perfectly fitted
gun or not depends on the standard of
shooting he sets himself. If he aspires to
the higher forms of shotgun shooting, a
correctly fitting stock is absolutely essential.

THE MODERATE PERFORMER

Quite a number of people have the idea
that they can shoot with any gun, and
often prove the-theory to their own
satisfaction by wusing several guns of
varying weights and stock sizes and
putting up a moderately good show. That
is the point. It is possible to put up a
moderately good performance, but a man
will never become a really fast and brilliant
shot in this way.

A perfectly fitting gun is necessary to the
game shot, because a man’s whole concen-
tration should be focused on whatever he
is shooting at. It is difficult enough to
work out the varying angles and speeds of

a moving bird, or beast, without having to
bother about the gun itself. The gun
should slip into position on the shoulder,
and follow wherever the gunner looks.

BRINGING THE EYE INTO LINE

The main idea of gun-fitting is to get the
aiming eye into the correct position, as
there is no back sight on a shot-gun. The
comb of the stock positions the head, and
with correct fitting brings the eye into line
with the centre of the barrels, and by
raising or lowering the head position it
adjusts elevation.

A person who wants a gun for an

“occasional pot shot, where he usually has

time to screw himself up into a position to
adjust himself to the stock, a correctly
fitting stock may not be so important.
But for the small outlay in comparison
with the cost of any decent gun, he might
just as well be fitted. The time is bound
to come when he needs a gun that can be
used quickly.

Keeping both eyes open is recognised as
the best way to shoot with a shotgun. The
advantages of this method are manifold ;
one of the most important being that it is a
great help in judging distance. This
brings up the question of the “‘master” eye.
The strong eye, or ‘“‘master,” will naturally
guide the barrels in their alignment, when

Even experienced shots can benefit by a course of lessons
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Comparison between normal stock and one fully cast-cff.

shooting with both eyes open. Therefore,
when shooting from the right shoulder, and
with the right eye being the ‘“‘master,” the
gun stock is set, or “cast-off,” to bring the
right eye into line with the rib in the centre
of the barrels. The amount of “cast-off”
will naturally vary with the build of each
particular person.

TRIAL AND ERROR

Where the left -eye is the ‘“master,”
several methods can be tried, such as
having a fully “cast-off”” stock—that is a
stock set so that it is possible to get the left
eye into line with the rib, but still butt the
gun on the right shoulder. Another
method is to blot out the left eye by using
a disc that fits on the left side of the
barrels, or using the gun from the left
shoulder with the stock “cast-on’’—that is,
the opposite toe ‘“‘cast-off.”

The modern shooting school with its
lay-out of clay-bird traps set to simulate
the flight of practically any type of game
bird, and modern “try” guns, with their
completely adjustable stocks — to say
nothing of the gun fitters and coaches who
spend their lives correcting shooting faults
—provide the answer.

If a man can afford it, the very best way
to get a correct stock fit, is to take a course
of lessons at a shooting school. Here he
can shoot with a “try” gun, that has been
set to his particular style and build. As
the course progresses, the gun-fitter will
make alterations to the stock as he sees
necessary. In this way, by the end of the
ocourse, the stock fit should be as near
perfect as it is possible to get.

I say take a course of lessons, because
unless a man has done a lot of shooting and
developed a very consistent style of gun-
mounung, it is very difficult for a gun-
fitter to fit correctly at one session. It
must be obvious to anybody that a person
who butts his gun on the edge of his
shoulder for one shot, and close up to his
neck for another, will need a differeqt
measurement for each shot he fires. ~The
same thing applies if the stock is placed
higher or lower on the shoulder, or the
head altered in its position on the comb of

the stock.

We all have our faults and peculiarities
of style. The aim of a good gun-fitter or
coach is to iron out these faults and give us
a stock that will help us in our particular
style. Even an experienced shot would
benefit by a course of lessons. Even if he
did not learn a lot more about the actual
shooting technique, the gun-fitter would be
able to note his average or consistent style,
and fit accordingly. A man cannot tell
what he is doing when he shoots. The
faster he has to shoot, the more mistakes
he makes. This applies to every type of
shooting, whether it be with pistol, rifle,
or shotgun. So it is very necessary to have
someone to watch and see what happens.

MEN WHO SHOOT WELL

I know there are men who shoot well
with guns for which they have not been
fitted, and who say that they have never
been coached. It will usually be found
that, by luck, they happen to have got hold
of a gun that is a reasonably gcod fit, and
that they have been coached by older
members of the family or by friends. Or,
by being very interested in shooting, they
have over a number of years, picked up
information and tips, and applied them to
their shooting. And again, there are
people who have become good shots by
reason of the enormous amount of ammu-
nition they have fired.

To acquire shooting skill in this way and
without guidance, is a matter of doing a
thing over and over again. Finally, by the
process of trial and error, the body, hands,
eyes and feet, adapt themselves to what is
wanted. This system, however, requires
such an expenditure of ammunition and
takes so long, that it is not worth consider-
ing as a possible means of acquiring
shooting skill, especially in these days when
ammunition is SO expensive.

How much better to take a tourse of
lessons and in a few weeks be fitted
perfectly.

Another thing that will show up during
a course of lessons is the weight of gun that
best suits a man. A lot of bad shooting is
caused by a man being ‘“over-gunned.”

8s



When trying the weight of a gun in a shop,
it may feel quite light, and easy to swing
around. On a short walk, with half-a-
dozen shots fired, it may seem perfection.

LATE IN THE DAY

Not so late in the afternoon of a hot
autumn day, when one has walked 10 miles
or so, stumbling through root crops and
‘stubble fields walking up partridges ; or
late in the day shooting driven birds, when
that split-second handling of the gun is
necessary to make a decent score. Many
times have I seen men who would shoot
well for the first hour or so, but then seem
to lose all their form. The reason was
usually plain to see, that tell-tale shifting of
the gun from the ready position to the
crook of the arm or to the shoulder ; the
barrels drooping down and occasionally
catching up in the undergrowth; the
slowness in bringing the gun to bear when
game got up ; and the plainly shown low
shots at ground game or low-flying birds.
Every man should go into the question of
what weight gun he can carry and use
effectively all day.

GRAB THE NEAREST

I remember a certain person, connected
the gun trade, who used to shoot with me.
His idea of choosing a gun for a day’s
shooting was to grab the nearest one to
him from his large stock, sling in a few
boxes of crartidges, and off he would go.
He maintained that he fired so many guns
of varying stock sizes and weights in the
course of his work that he could adapt
himself to practically anything.

The climax came, however, when we
arrived at the shoot on an extremely hot
day in September for a day’s partridge
shooting, to find our friend
had picked a 3in. 12-bore
wild fowl gun weighing about
9lbs., and, as I know, shooting
about 80 per cent pattern. 9
The gun’s previous owner | 3T -
had been of large and robust =
build, and needed a very |
long, deep and well ‘“‘cast-

off” stock. Tosee our friend | = . ?

going into action with this
86

4 In this picture and in the one

- below, measurements are being

taken from a try-gun during
the fitting process.

weapon was a sight for the gods; as he
was not a big man by any means. Up
would go a bird; up would come the
gun. At least, the butt came up, with
the barrels following some appreciable
time after. His right hand clawed madly
for the trigger ; his left did a levering act to
get the barrels raised; while the large
stock pushed his head up with the comb
and dug into his chest with the toe.

ONE BIRD IN THE BAG

His bag at the end of the day was one
bird; and that was a bird which had
beaten the line of guns and flown wide over
our friend. Because of this he had plenty
of time to get into action and his close-
shooting barrels did the trick. As he had
“wiped all our eyes” in this instance, he
was satisfied, but I noticed that the next
time he came out with me, he erred de-
cidedly on the light side, and used a gun
that he had been fitted for, and shot very
well.

In fact, it was the good shooting that he
did with his own gun that forced him to
sell it. People seeing the gun cut down
game, right and left, would make offers for
it ; and, at last, one offer was too good to
refuse, so the gun was sold. From then
onwards, his shooting went all to pieces.

One thing I would like to stress is that
once a man has been correctly fitted, he
should stick to the gun and measurements,
and not play around with other ideas of
gun-fitting. I speak very feelingly, be-
cause there was a time when if I missed a
couple of shots at one particular angle,
I immediately got the idea that my stock
needed some alteration. I was constantly
altering the stock (though I had been




fitted) by packing it up with pieces of
cardboard or wood, bound on with
adhesive tape.

EVERY MONTH

On a few isolated occasions I actually
turned up at a shoot with the stock
festooned with packing. This is some-
thing I shall never live down. At one
period I should think I was actually having
the stock altered by the stockers about
every month. A couple of misses at one
particular angle and off I would go on some
idea of improving the stock fit. The
stockers must have been highly amused
when my gun came in for these weird and
wonderful ajterations.
feverish sus e until the alterations had
been carried out ; then as'soon as I got the
gun back, I would tear off to try it on
“clays” ; thrown at the particular angle
that I had missed at previously. Going
down fresh and with nothing to do but
concentrate on one particular type of shot,
I would invariably shoot well. I would
then be at peace with the world until a
couple of misses would start the ball
rolling again.

Anyhow, the result of all this was that
I did learn something about gun-fitting
(apart from finding out that my original
measurements could not be improved on).
It was experience dearly bought, and I hope
no reader will be tempted into trying the
same thing.

PRACTICE

Do not expect too much of your gun.
You must do your part as well. Practice
is necessary to keep in form. I have
known quite a few men who would take
lessons, be fitted, and have guns built for
them. They would shoot quite well for a
season, and their guns would be put away
and not touched till the following year.
They were always most surprised at the
poor show they put up when they started
shooting again, and usually blamed the
cartridges, or anything but themselves.

It has always struck me as curious that
men who will go to infinite pains to get the
right type of gear for any other sports they
indulge in, never seem to think that their
shooting should come in for the same
attention.  Even riflemen, who will go to
any lengths to ensure that their rifles are a
perfect fit, are inclined to treat their
shotguns as mere ‘‘Cinderellas.”” How
often have I visited an enthusiastic rifleman
and been swamped with details of altera-

I would remain in.
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tions and gadgets he has had fitted to his
rifle, and.then, on enquiring as to whether
he did any shotgun shooting, to be shown a
rather ‘““moth-eaten” specimen of a scatter-
gun, and blandly told ““if course this is only
a shot-gun.”

The procedure adopted by most shooting
schools is usually as follows.

First, the pupil is sized up and given a
“try” gun with the stock a rough fit. Then
he takes up a position about 25 yards from
a large plate that has been washed over with
a white solution. In the centre of this
plate is a mark. (Some schools use a moving
mark and others a stationary one.)

The pupil is told to bring the gun up
and, without any pause for adjustment of
aim, to fire. A number of shots are fired in
this way with the gun-fitter making altera-
tions, until the pupil is covering the aiming
point each time. Most schools use a

* stationary mark at the start, then go on to

either moving marks—that is, a target
moving up and down and from left to right
—or stationary marks in several positions 3
the gun-fitter calling out quickly which one
his pupil is to shoot at.

The idea is the same in each case; to
make the pupil shoot quickly, and without
taking deliberate aim.

When the gun-fitter is satisfied a move
is made to a single-rise clay trap. Here the
pupil fires a series of shots at simple
‘“going-away”’ clay-birds. After this, it is
at the discretion of the fitter as to what the
pupil does, and depends really on how he
has shaped.

There is the “walk” where he can be
given shots that simulate “walked-up’>
partridges.

The ‘driven partridge stand,” where
‘“‘coveys” of clays are flung over a hedge.

The ‘“‘grouse butt,” where the shooter
takes birds in front and behind.

Then various stands where the shooting
is at clays thrown from heights varying
from 3o0ft. to 120ft.

CLAY PIGEON SHOOTING

In the article entitled ‘“Clay Pigeon
Shooting” which appeared in the July
issue of THE MARKSMAN, we omitted to
state that the diagrams used were taken
from the C.P.S.A. Handbook and repro-
duced by kind permission of I1.C.I. Ltd.
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hooting

1n

Switzerland

By The President,
Societe Suisse des Carabiniers

To the people of Switzerland, marksmanship is something more than a

sport.

Shooting with the rifle and pistol is regqrded as an art, and,

at the same time, as an occupation inextricably bound up with the liberty
of the nation and of the individual.

EVEN before the discovery of powder,
we find some references in the works
©of ancient societics, or fraternities, of
wnarksmen to the crcss-bow in the reign of
Peter II of Savoy about 1255, and as
«<arly as 1314 in Zurich. At Lausanne,
the Brotherhood of Archers, officially
xecognised and supported, was founded in
1378. Of shooting societics still existing,
zhe most ancient is at Grandcour, which
dates from 1381. This society, “the
Militia of Grandcour,” has now been in
existence for about 600 years.

FIFTEENTH CENTURY

In the 15th century shooting societies
grew up all over Switzerland—automatic-
ally, as it were. Shooting festivals, which
made their first appearance towards the
<end of the 14th century, expanded con-
siderably from 1400 onwards. We find
them everywhere, the majority enjoying
-government grants. Many of these festi-
~vals lasted from eight to ten days. We
«contend thart the customs of our ancestors
survive more strongly than ever.

From the foundation of the Confedera-
<ion, shooting, be it practised with javelin,
sling, arquebuse, musket ‘or gun, has
always been very popular. Moreover, for
a long time important historical events
have been celebrated in many regions by

38

a shoot. It must also be remembered
that the majority of ancient societies were
of a military character. Aided and
supported officially, they enjoyed real
benefits. Even the marksmen obtained
exemptions. In the Pays de Vaud in
particular, the shooting king of the popinjay
(a kind of wooden bird) was exempted
from taxes and dues for a year.

COMING OF FIREARMS

The introduction of the gun must have
brought about an increase in the liking for
shooting. In 1653 the first company of
fusiliers, armed with the steel gun, was
organised at Berne, while in 1751 the first
company of riflemen, composed of volun-
teers and poachers, was formed at Aigle.

Firearms were improved in the following
stages : in 1851 came the federal rifle,
firing from 200 to 1,000 yards ; in 1863 the
Swiss infantry gun was manufactured, to
the extent of §8,507 pieces at Fr.78. Soon
after appeared the Vetterli, then the 7.5
gun in 1889, which we have just sold at the
rate of Fr.5 a piece ; then the model 11,
followed by the present gun, model 31.
Our gun 31 can be considered one of the
finest of all the arms in the world.

It was in 1820 that the idea of bringing
together all Swiss marksmen was conceived.
It was not easy to crcate an opportunity,



that is to say, to organise a large gathering
at a central place where all the marksmen
of the country could meet.

The Swiss Society of Riflemen (S.S.C.)
was founded during the federal shoot of
Aarau, which took place in June, 1824. It
has just completed its 126th year of exist-
ence. The ideals of the S.S.C., expressed
by all the ‘‘statutes’” from 1824 to 1948,
has never varied. They can be summed
up as the love of shooting; love of the
fatherland ; assistance in the defence of
our country ; and the maintenance of our
liberty and independence.

WORLD-WIDE REPUTATION

Through the Swiss Society evervone
helps to maintain the world-wide reputa-
tion of the Swiss marksmen. The brilliant
successes obtained by our marksmen at the
time of the International matches had
their origin in our inter-cantonal matches,
which take placeYon]the occasion of the
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Young men, and the elderly rifleman.

federal shoots, the first being at Berne in
1910. A book inscribed in gold giving the
results of these matches is kept in the Swiss
Museum of Riflemen at Berne. One of
the factors which contributed most to the
great expansion of the S.S.C. was certainly
the creation of the federal competitions
for the divisions in the country.

EFFECT OF WARS

The first world war, like the second,
strengthened the S.S.C., not only by the
large increase of its force, but chiefly
because everyone came to appreciate more
than cver the value of voluntary shooting.

It was only at the beginning of 1876 that
compulsory shooting was instituted. The
issue had been raised in 1862, but without
result. In the early days compulsory
military shooting could be practised not
only in a shooting society, but in any
association containing a minimum of 1§
members, whose leader was an officer.

Civilian marksman

and infantrymen.
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All these pictures were taken at one of the
great Swiss shooting festivals.

9% ,

The military authorities soon realised,
however, that it was only in shooting
societies that shooting was practised
seriously, and that these societies were the
best equipped for developing shooting in
our country. Those are the reasons why
the federal Council, in its order of 1883,
made it obligatory for all marksmen to
join a shooting society. Since shooting
has grown up, results have steadily im-
proved. The shooting programmes have
followed the evolution of arms. From
1894 to 1912 compulsory shooting took
place at distances of 300 and 400 m. since
one did not shoot more than at 300 m.
(328 yards).

Side by side with the compulsory pro-
gramme, the federal authorities set up in
1893 an optional programme, which is
to-day the programme for shooting in the
country.

TACTICAL EXERCISES

In most of the compulsory and optional
exercises some tactical exercises were
included, by federal orders and regulations
dating from 1876, and these still exist
under a different name. We must,
however, admit that these exercises are
less and less popular by the societies, due
to the fact that the ammunition is not free
and that no aid is given.

Referring to pistol shooting, it is only in
the last few years that this has grown.
The reasons are two-fold. Firstly, it is
not compulsory ; and secondly, it is only
recently that newcomers to this sport
have had an equal claim with riflemen to
the federal subsidy.

One of the finest activities of the S.S.C.
is, without doubt, the instruction of
young people. It can be said that at all
times young people leaving school have
been trained in the use of arms. The
Confederation, however, like the State,
has only been concerned with this question
since 1875.

ORGANISATION

Current practice provides that the
organising and administering of the courses
for young riflemen should be entrusted
principally to those shooting societies
which are legally recognised.

As you will have seen from this brief
historical sketch, if the S.S.C. has not
changed in its ambition, it has on the other
hand changed in its structure. It has
taken on an even greater importance over
the years in proportion as its tasks have
multiplied. By all the means in its power,
and without relaxation, it has endeavoured
to fill an eminently patriotic mission ; in
addition the work which it entails is
enormous. In"order to give you a picture,
here are a few figures.



At its inception, besides the gathering
under a central banner of its members,
it only undertook the organisation of
federal shoots. The federal shoot of
Aarau in 1824 had seventeen targets, and
an endowment of 15,000 and 2,000 Fr.
—gifts of credit. Our present federal
shoots have more than 300 targets, lasting
between 18 and 20 days. The endowment
has been raised to nearly 2,000,000 Fr.
and the gifts of credit to about 400,000 Fr.
During a federal shoot three-and-a-half
million cartridges are used. The total
amount of funds exceeds thirty-five
millions.

GROWING POPULARITY

The total strength, which was §71 in
1824, has risen progressively. In 1880
there were nearly 7,000 members; in
1900 there were 69,000; in 1924 the
number rose to 181,500 and to-day there
are no less than 446,000, divided into 4,370
sections. At the end of last century, 51§
sections were taking part in the competi-
tions of country groups, with 11,622
marksmen, whereas now these are 3,500
sections with 175,000 competitors at the
300 m., and 750 sections with 1,600 pistol
shooters, giving a total of more than 4,000
sections and 190,000 marksmen.

As for the ammunition used, both free
and paid for, it amounts to about thirty-five
millions.

FRIENDLY RIVALRY

The S.S.C. is constantly endeavouring
to improve shooting and encourage
shooters. This year it has for the first
time organised championships of groups
to encourage friendly rivalry, which will
certainly play an exciting and important
role in the future. More than 3,000
groups have taken part in the eliminating
shoots and we believe that in 1951 there
will be 10,000 to 12,000 groups participat-
ing at this match.

The activities of the S.S.C. are numerous,
among them the Assurance of the Swiss
Societies of Shooting; the ‘“Rifleman’s
Gazette” ; the medal of merit; mention
in the compulsory exercises as well as
distinctions in the country shoot; the
creation of the medal of mastery in the
country ; the free and annual receipt of
a brochure for the young marksman ; the
construction in 1938-39 of the Swiss
Museum of Riflemen at Berne; the
formation of a foundation for international
matches, etc., etc.

LIBERTY
From the most sheltered valley to the . 3
largest town our powerful association is
represented throughout the whole Confed-  Shooting ; some drinks ; - and a sleep in
eration. Under cover of its flag, which the sun.
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Signalling a “‘bull”; a pistol champion and the waiting rifleman.

flies alongside that of the country, are
grouped all the civil and military marksmen.

In conclusion, let me recall some lines
written by Jeremias Gotthelf in 1842 :
“To-day the greatest earthly blessing which
the Swiss citizen possesses is his liberty : he
understands that he has to defend it and that
1t is in his power to do so. It is why he loves
and respects that which permits him 1o
protect it and that it must always be to the
extent of his force ; he loves his gun. The
art of shooting is a free art, gay and sociable ;
it brings together marksmen not only for
mutual instruction but for competition.
There, each is his own master.”

And in May this year at the meeting of
the delegates of Romanshorn, General
Guisan said, “The S.S.C. is the backbone

of our army.”
THE NATIONAL SPORT

Shooting is the Swiss national sport par
excellence. It is inherent in the nation.
Let us remember that (with gymnastics)
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shooting is not only the sport in which we
excel, it is also the expression of our
character and the assertion of our person-
ality.

It is, perhaps, the precision so necessary
in making these delicate instruments,
together with the proverbial conscience of
our workers, which produces an ensemble
of qualities—control, perseverance,
patience—which, we like to think, distin-
guishes the people of Switzerland in
international affairs.

PEACEFUL INTENTIONS

In all our competitions, be they local,
cantonal, federal or international, we can
prove to all the world that the Swiss, gun
in hand, has no bellicose intention, but
is the defender, born of true democracy.

And if to-morrow a gigantic conflagra-
tion were to kindle the world, all the citizens
and soldier-marksmen Swiss, greedy for
independence and liberty, would answer
present to the call of the country.

A forest of flags, and the lady marksman.



Genius
among the

Gun-men

By
DEWI MORGAN

Although Browning’s name is
inevitably associated with machine-
guns and cannon, he was for more
interested in the sporting guns of
peace than in weapons of war.

TWENTY-FOUR years ago this autumn
there died a man who had perhaps
been a greater friend to sportsmen than
any other. In fact he still is a great friend,
for few modern guns show no trace of the
influence of his brain.

John Moses Browning was born in 1855
in a spot where shooting was much more
than a hobby or a sport. His father,
Jonathan Browning, started life in Kanes-
ville, Iowa, and in 1851 moved to Ogden.

In thosc days Ogden was very much of
a frontiecr township. Law and order
cxisted much more in theory than in
practice. To such pcoplc a gun was the
first and most important of their posses-
sions. So there was always plenty doing
at Jonathan Browning’s smithy and gun-
shop. And Jonathan was a good workman.
Before John Moses Browning was born his
father had perfected two new rifles.

HIS FIRST RIFLE

‘T'he boy grew up in his father’s shop and
not only inherited his father’s ability but
also brought with it a zeal for the job.
Before he was fourtcen he had whittled
out wooden breech mechanisms. It was
not long before he had made his first crude
riflc from scrap metal. His next job was
to make a present for his brother Matthew.
When his father saw the riflc he had made
he commended him and said it was a better
gun than he himself could ever make. He
went further and rewarded him bv giving
him permission to usc the foot lathe.

[t was on this that John worked with his
first 1venuon.  This was a single-shot
riflc with a lever that opened the breech
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and ejected the spent cartridge. By the
time John Moses Browning was twenty-
four years old this rifle had been patented.

It was this particular rifie which formed
the foundation of Browning’s futurc
prosperity. It soon became extremely
popular and John and Matthew built a
two-storey shop. After a great deal of
work their stocks eventually mounted to
six hundred guns. It was then that a
Winchester agent, who one day happened
to be passing, got to know about Browning
and bought his entire stock together with
the patent rights. The price was 3,000
dollars. The partnership which the
Browning brothers then established lasted
right to their deaths.

RETIRING NATURE

The secret of John Moses Browning’s
genius lay in hard work. He had little
use for the company of others. His whole
life centred around his workshop where his
bashful and retiring nature found pecace.
He was a very big man—being six fect
three inches tall—and had very mild bluc
eyes. Even when hc became very wealthy
he had little use for money or the social
round.

In 1884 Browning created the lever-
action repeating rifle. This gun, called
the ’86 model, was distinguished by a
tubular magazine under the barrel in which
cartridges were carried. With it one
could shoot, eject the shell, reload and
shoot again in a second. When the 22
model and several other models were
designed Browning found the same mech-
anism worked ideally. It was cventually
applied to a repcating shotgun.

MACHINE-GUN

It was in 1892 that Browning madc a
really important discovery. He was out
shooting with his brother and commented
on the fact that the marsh willows bent
away every time someonc shot. His
brother remarked that it was due to the
force of the gascs generated from the
powder.

“You're right,” answered John Moscs,
“and it gives me a very good idea.”

When they got back to the workshop
John immediately began boring a hole,
slightly larger than a bullet, in a heavy
metal block. When a test shot was fired
through the hole the big block naturally
jumped from the expanding air. Brown-
ing’s next move was to make a small metal
flap which hc attached to the gun mouth
with hinges. When the gun was fired the
flap flew back with great force.

Browning smiled. His idea would work.
He now connected the flap to long meral
rods and thence to the breech repeating
mechanism.  As a result, the next shot

”»
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jerked the flap which moved the rod which
operated the repeater. And thus was the
machine-gun born.

The rod and flap, however, was a very
cumbersome arrangement. But it did not
take him long to get overit. He discovered
that a very tiny hole in the barrel would
allow the gases to escape whereupon they
would operate a piston. After a great deal
of work he had made the model work to
his own satisfaction. It was a proud
moment when he put it in his shop window,
bearing a display card which said, “This
gun shoots sixteen shots a second.”

RECOGNITION

Naturally such a claim was scoffed at.
Until people made tests. It was then that
they realised its possibilities and, as a
result, it was not long before the gun went
to war. It was used by Roosevelt’s men
at Santiago and also by United States
Marines in the Boxer risings in Pekin.
And, of course, it was of vast importance
in World War 1.

Browning, however, was far more
interested in guns for sportsmen than he
was in guns for war. And sportsmen were
soon rejoicing in his automatic shot-gun
which loaded, ejected shells and reloaded
automatically with a pull of the trigger.

It was after a series of misadventures
with American businessmen that Browning
impetuously sailed for Belgium. Here,
at Liege, he called at the Fabrique
Nationale D’Arms de Guerre and offered
the Belgian gun-makers the world rights
of his gun. Such was the reception that
they gave him that he spent a great deal of
his time there during the remaining years
of his life. It was while he was at Liege
that he produced the gun which, perhaps,
has done most of all to make his name
famous—the “Browning Revolver.”” This
uses the same principle of recoil as he had
discovered on the salt marshes in 1892 and
is a compact little pocket gun which
operates with every pull of the trigger.

Just before World War I the American
War Department held a competitive test
of guns. Browning won very easily with
the .45 automatic pistol which he sub-
mitted. It proved itself capable of firing
nearly 40,000 rounds before suffering
breakage. It also sustained rusting with
acids, was corroded with dust and sand,
and was subjected to all sorts of gruelling
tests. It emerged triumphant through
them all. It was adopted by the Govern-
ment under the Colt name.

DEFENCE PROBLEMS

In his later years Browning was much
pre-occupied with the problems of defence.
He foresaw another war when ‘“the sky
would swarm with warriors.”” He managed
to perfect an aeroplane machine-gun and
also an anti-aircraft gun. He developed
the 37 mm. cannon and a special 9 mm.
high-power pistol for the Belgian Army.

Browning’s name is not regularly
associated with all the guns which we owe
to his inventive genius. The .45 Colt,
the Stevens hammerless repeating shot-
gun, the Winchester lever-action rifle, the
Savage, the Remington, the Belgian
Overunder shot-guns, the .303 Spitfire
guns, the 37 mm. cannon, the .50 calibre
aircraft guns, these are only a few of the
two hundred patents in Browning’s name.

Yet he remained the honest, shy and
somewhat gawky man who had little use
for crowds. He accepted only two honours
for his works, one of which was the Belgian
Chevalier of the Order of Leopold.

As might have been expected, Browning
died in harness. For he was busy at the
Liege factory when he suddenly dropped
dead in 1926. It is quite certainly the way
he would have chosen to diec. For his
seventy-one years were all devoted to one
goal, g perfect guns. They were
seventy-one years of ingenious thought
and have certainly left their imprint on
marksmanship in our lifetime.

“The Marksman'' Small-Bore Rifle Competitions

ENTRIES for the Through-the-Ranges and Short-Range competitions have now been
checked, and to the fifty competitors with the highest scores have been sent tickets

for the final stage of the shoot.

In the Through-the-Ranges competition the three best scores sent in were :—

G. A. G. Jones, Walthamstow Ensign

R. E. Wood, Walthamstow Ensign
C. J. Hyde, Sallsbury

300
299
299

The lowest score to be accepted for the ﬁnal was 288
Best scores in the Short-Range competition were :(—

R. T. Garner, Stevenage Home Guard ...

L. Courtenay, City Police

J. C. Russell, Purvis Industries R. C

398
397
396

Lowest score to qualify for final shoot was 38s.
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PROOF AUTHORITIES’
WARNING

IGNORANCE of regulations laid down in
The Gun Barrel Proof Acts, 1868 and
1950, on the part of the trade and private
individuals, has resulted in the issue of a
warding notice by The Worshipful Com-
pany of Gunmakers and The Guardians of
the Birmingham Proof House.

The Proof Authorities give notice of
actiln against every person who does not
observe the regulations. The document is
dated May, 1950.

ELECTROLITIC TREATMENT

Another notice issued on the same date
deals with gun barrels which have been
treated electrolitically in order to secure the
deposit of chromium or other metal on the
interior surface. It has been ruled that
barrels treated in this way must be con-
sidered to have been potentially reduced in
strength and be deemed to be improved
barrels under Section 110 of the Gun
Barrel Act.

All such barrels are accordingly required
to be submitted for proof or reproof, and
on submission for proof the barrels shall be
declared to have been so processed..

In the first notice, the Proof Authorities
list some of the most common offences
against the Gun Barrel Proof Act. These
are as follows :—

Sale of Unproved Ex-Military Arms

The Ministry of Supply, who represent
H.M. Government and are outside the
jurisdiction of the Act, sell military arms to
the trade.

There is in some directions an erroneous
idea that if the Ministry can sell unproved
arms to the Trade, the Trade have an equal
freedom to sell to a third person within the
Trade, or for Export. This has been done.
This is an offence, as Section 108 makes
clear. The Section covers the sale,
exchange, or attempted sale or cxchange or
the exposure or keeping for sale or exchange
or the exporting or attempted exporting or
keeping for export of any unproved barrels.

Sale of Other Unproved Weapons

There is also an erroneous idea that the
sale of an unproved small arm is legal
provided the vendor notifies the purchaser

that the barrel is an unproved barrel. This
is equally quite erroneous and renders the
person who does or attempts to do so liable
to penalties under Section 108.

Sale of Government Proved
Ex-Military Arms

Ex-military arms are bought by the
Trade and sold under the impression that
the Government Proof Marks are valid.
Government Proof Marks are only valid
in certain circumstances, and Section 119
makes the point quite clear.

Section 119 excludes from the Act
military barrels used by H.M. Forces and
also barrels which have ceased to belong to
the Government provided the letter ‘‘S”
is struck over or upon the broad arrow
(prior to the cesser by the Government
of the weapon). If a barrel does not bear
the letter “S” but has no letter or the letter
“O” it is deemed an unproved barrel. The
attempted sale, etc., of any such small arm
will render the person so doing liable to the
penalties under Section 108.

Sale of Foreign Arms

Numbers of foreign arms, particularly
from Germany, have been brought into this
country. As only the official proof marks
of France, Belgium, Italy and Spain are at
present recognised under reciprocal agree-
ments under the Proof Act, it is an offence
to sell any arms imported from any other
country unless it bears the aforementioned
recognised proof marks or is submitted to
proof in this country before sale.

N.B.—While the sale of unproved arms is
an offence, the repairing or carrying out
of work on unproved arms preparatory
to submission to proof is permissible
under the Act.

Rifle clubs are advised that there are
numbers of small bore rifles,- imported
during recent years, which have never been
proved. In particular this advice is
offered to private owners of small arms, as,
while it is not an offence to own an un-
proved weapon, the disposal of such, even
years later, even by an auctioneer or an
executor, may well result in prosecution.
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In view of the foregoing, all who own or
deal in small arms of any type or descrip-
tion, excluding air guns and air rifles,
are strongly advised to examine them as to
Proof Marks, and if necessary submit them
to proof at either the London or Birming-
ham Proof House, preferably through a
member of the Gun Trade.

Particulars of British and Foreign Proof
Marks will be given on request made to
either of the Proof Houses, whose addresses

LONDON :

P

BIRMINGHAM :

BP

¥ W
V

. 9 - : g
BV

appear below.

Briefly, one or more of the marks shown
at the bottom of this page should appear on
every English arm sold in this country.

Copies of these notices may be obtained,
free of charge, from either The Worshipful
Company of Gunmakers, Proof House,
48-50 Commercial Road, London, E.1, or
The Guardians of the Birmingham Proof
House, Proof House Hall, Banbury Street,
Birmingham, s.
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w E B L E Y AIR PISTOLS

Marvellously accurate for target practice
An Air Pistol that will last a life-time

No licence
required to
purchase for
use at home

Air Pistols :
Senior. Mark |. Junior

Air Rifles : Mark Ill. & Junior
Write for List

WEBLEY & SCOTT LIMITED
134 Weaman Street, Birmingham, England

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

OLLECTOR wants

guns, carly muzzle - loading Colt
revolvers, ctc. Donald, 81 Devonshire
Road, Chiswick, W.4. Phone : CHIswick
3391.

antique pistols,

FOR SALE. g4oft. flag pole. Offers to
Hopkins, sa Fife Road, S.W.14.

FOR SALE. “VAVER” Micrometer

Dial Gauge Rearsight (as new), fitted
with PH. eyepiece. £6. Pettman, 48
Douglas Av., Whitstable.

ENGLISH gunsmith-rifleman, going to

the United States Sept.-Oct., calling
on many of the leading dealers from New
York to San Francisco, and attending the
N.R.A. Convention in San Francisco, is
willing to act as agent or representative for
any British firms with interests in this type
of market. Can take samples if ready
before Aug. 31st. Write, Bedford House,
Bedford Terrace, Plymouth.

AIR GUN Collectors and enthusiasts

requiring unusual and extremely power-
ful air weapons should consult L. Wesley,
The Air Gun Man, 16 Grosvenor Road,
Chiswick, London, W.4.

WANTED. Powder Flasks and Bullet
W Moulds. Wesley, 16 Grosvenor Rd.,
4

THE MARKSMAN — Published by GARRAW AY Lid., 37a KENSINGTON HIGH STREET, LONDON, W .8,

and printed by DIEMER & REYNOLDS

d., EASTCOTTS ROAD, BEDFORD.

All material published in THE MARKSMAN is copyright.
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W. OTTWAY & CO. LTD.

Phone : EALing 5844 MANUFACTURERS Since 1640

“THE ORION SPOTTER TELESCOPE”

THE IDEAL TELESCOPE FOR RIFLE RANGES

Magnification variable between 15 & 25 Fine focussing by knurled sleeve
Field of view (actual) 2° 10’; (apparent) 32° 30’ Length (open) 207, closed |17 Weight 20 ozs.

Price £6/7/6 post paid, leather end caps and sling 10/- extra

BEST QUALITY TELESCOPIC SIGHTS

** BLOOMED ** (< —— Five types of
LENSES . ‘ " graticules available

LEAFLETS AND TELESCOPE CATALOGUES GLADLY SENT ON REQUEST
PRISM BINOCULAR REPAIR AND OVERHAUL SERVICE

ORION WORKS - EALING - LONDON - W5

AD)OINING THE TOWN HALL, UXBRIDGE ROAD

PRIZES worthy of the occasion

ALL TOO OFTEN THE UNFORTUNATE
COMPETITOR IS REWARDED WITH A
MEDAL, BADGE, &c., BAD IN EXECUTION
AND WITH NO PRETENCE TO ESTHETICS

Artistic Productions in
Medals, Badges, Cups
Spoons, Shields and Trophles

Let the awards you
make be an inspiration
to further endeavour

Club Secretaries are advised to get in touch with us when
arranging their prizes

Names of local agents can be supplied on request

JOHN PINCHES

(MEDALLISTS) LTD.
Head Office : 21 ALBERT EMBANKMENT
LONDON, S.E.ll
Telephone : Reliance 1955 Telegrams: Sportrophy, Lamb, Lond
MAKERS OFf ALL MEDALS FOR THE 1948 OLYMPIC GAMES
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/%e wrake arnd. .5190/74/

Custom-built Rifles in all calibres

Superfine Stocks for Match Rifles in top grade
walnut or special bonded blanks

The famous K-B Bipod—the perfect 'scope stand.
Aluminium adjustable Hand Stops, right or left hand.

Target and hunting "scope sights, iron sights, shooting
caps, kit boxes, gun cases—in short every
shooting necessity for people of discrimination.

JOHN C. J. KNOTT LTD.

I146A LONDON ROAD, KINGSTON, SURREY
Telephone : Kingston 9572
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